"GO NG THE DI STANCE"



"GO NG THE DI STANCE"

FADE | N:

| NT. TENEMENT KI TCHEN - DAY - DECEMBER
A hand turns a spigot on an old chi pped porcel ain sink.

It spits and sputters, belching brackish water at first,
then runs cl ean.

A thirteen year old boy, CORY MAGEE, fills a beaten
and well used alum numpot with water and puts it on
an ol d fashi oned gas range.

He strikes a wooden match and lights the fl ane.

He shivers and feels the big cast iron radiator, then
kicks it a few tines.

He rubs his arnms, rekindles the spent wooden match
fromthe rangetop and lights the oven.

He puts a sweatshirt on over his |ong underwear.

The kitchen walls and ceiling are blotched with fallen
pl aster and peeling paint.

The furnishings are scant and basic, a kitchen table,
three chairs, a small couch and a television. There
is no living room

A single bare light bulb hangs froma frayed cord over
t he tabl e.

Cory washes his face in the kitchen sink and dries
himself with a worn towel.

A CAT MEOAS. Cory picks it up and kisses it.

CORY
Hungry, boy?

Cory reaches above the sink for a box of cat food from
an enanel ed netal wall cabinet that appears to have
once been white.



Its contents are neager, dried beans, cereal grains,
peanut butter, all in plain packaging or tin containers
mar ked "USDA, Not For Retail Sale".

There is a RATTLE of pots and pans from beneath the
si nk.

Cory pulls aside the plastic skirting covering the
under -si nk storage area and a pan falls out.

The brown tail of a Norway RAT slithers between sone
pot s.

Cory picks up the cat and sics it on the rat.
CORY
(conti nui ng)
Look, boy, breakfast. Go get
hi m

The cat PURRS and rubs itself against Cory's neck.

CORY
(conti nui ng)
Forget it, I'll do it nyself.

Cory scatters pots and pans on the floor chasing the
rat as it scranbles behind them

He reaches in the back of the storage area and grabs
the rat by the scruff of its neck and pulls it out.

CORY
(conti nui ng)
CGot t cha!

The rat is huge, alnost as big as the cat.
Cory holds it up and adnoni shes it.
CORY
(conti nui ng)
I f Mom finds you out of your
cage you'll be out in an alley
W th your cousins...

He ki sses the rat.



CORY
(conti nui ng)
and you won't like it.

He puts the rat down by a recycled al um num pie plate
where the cat sits patiently, watching Cory.

He fills the plate with dry cat food.
The two pets eat am cably together.
Cory gets a dish and a box of oatneal fromthe cabinet.

He puts the dish on a well worn kitchen table and fills
it with oatneal,

m xes in hot water fromthe stove,

puts on a Wal kman headset, opens a school book and eats
hi s breakfast while he studies.

He taps his finger to the beat of nmusic only he can
hear while he reads and eats.

A wi ndow behi nd Cory opens silently.

An arm a leg, then DMIN, Cory's teenage brother enters
the kitchen froma fire escape.

He sneaks up behind Cory and pounces on himin a nuggi ng
fashi on.

CORY
(conti nui ng)
Yaaaaaaaaaaaaaaah!

Cory yells and flails his arns at his unseen attacker,
who | aughs and nesses up his hair.

CORY
(conti nui ng)
Dwai n, you geek. Wiy can't you
use the door |ike normal people.

DWAI N
Mom just got off the bus... you
keep your nmouth shut about ne
bei ng out all night, understand,
twerp? |1'mgoing to bed.



CORY
What about school ?

DWAI N
Hey, | know all | need to know.
|"mquitting.

CORY
Momis not going to like it.

DWAI N
She won't m nd when | bring
home sone big bucks. Meantine,
you keep quiet.

CORY
I|"mnot lying for you, Dwain.

DWAI N
You do what | say, or I'Ill tw st
your little armtill you cry,

ner dbal | .
Dwai n goes into a back room

There is the SOUND of a key in the door to the
apart nment.

Cory quickly puts his pet rat inits cage as their
MOM ELSBETH MAGEE, enters the kitchen fromthe
apartnent buil di ng hal | way.

She is a tired | ooking woman of thirty-ish, dressed in
a soiled and faded blue hospital uniform

CORY
H , Mom Rough night?

Cory kisses her, takes her coat and hangs it up.

MOM
Mornin' darlin'. | ' m exhaust ed.
|s Dwain in bed?

CORY
Yes.

MOM

Pl ease get himup for school
( MORE)



MOM (cont' d)
| have to go to bed. [|I'mso
tired all the tinme. | enpty
bedpans in ny sleep. |1'mso
sick of this job... [I'mlosing
my m nd.

CORY
Amnd is aterrible thing to
| ose.

MOM

That's waste, Cory. A mnd is
aterrible thing to waste.

CORY
| was trying to be funny, Mm

He crushes a piece of paper into a ball and tosses it
at a waste basket.

It msses and the wad falls next to a pile of others
on the floor.

He sighs with frustration, picks themup and sl am dunks
each one noisily into the trash.

MOM
Honmewor k done?

CORY
Sur e.

MOM
| should have to ask

She hugs himcl ose and hard.

MOM
(conti nui ng)
| wish | could give you nore

CORY
Wiy don't you try to becone a
real nurse.

MOM
I"'mtoo old... and it costs
nmoney, noney we don't have.
( MORE)



MOM (cont' d)
| don't even have a high schoo

di pl oma.

CORY
How much noney?

MOM
Lot s.

CORY
How much is | ots?

MOM
Thousands.

CORY

That's lots. Were do people
get that kind of noney?

MOM
| wish |l knew. Anyway, |'mtoo
old and it's too late... and,
['"'mtired.

Cory gives her a reassuring hug.

MOM
(conti nui ng)
Dwai n, get up.

DWAIN (O S.)
I"msick, Mom |'m staying
hone.

MOM
(ki ssing Cory)
Here's sone |unch noney. 'Bye
darlin'.

She goes into her bedroom
CORY
(to his pets)
'Bye boys. See you | ater.

Cory kisses the cat, puts on his coat, grabs his book
bag and | eaves the apartnent.



EXT. STREET QUTSI DE APARTMENT - DAY
Cory energes fromthe tenenment apartnment buil ding.

The street he lives on is a NO SY and busy inner city
t hor oughf ar e.

Litter covers the sidewal ks.
Busi nesses are boarded up.

A liquor store owner unlocks the netal grating over
the storefront.

A patron waits patiently blowing into his cupped hands.
Here and there stripped cars |ie abandoned.

A local MECHANIC is changing the oil in his car. The
oil flows freely into a sewer grating.

A der MEN huddl e around fires in barrels, warm ng their
hands, drinking cheap wi ne and whi skey from pint
bottl es, sonme openly, some fromsmall paper bags.

Cory is nmet by another boy his age, SHAWN, a friend
and cl assnmat e.

SHAWN
You see that gane | ast night?

CORY
No, | had honewor k.

SHAVWN
So did I, but I can't let it
interfere with ny future career.
Don't you ever take a break?

CORY
Sure, when |I'm done with ny
homewor k.

SHAWN

Wiy do | hang out with you? W
have so little in common.



CORY
Because you need to copy
soneone' s homewor k?

SHAWN
That's a good reason. | teach
you how to play basketball and
you do ny honmework... There's
a word for that. What's it
cal | ed?

CORY

Besi des cheati ng?

SHAWN
Yeah, besides cheating.

CORY
It's called a synbiotic
rel ati onship.

SHAWN
Yeah, that's it. W're a reqgular
pair of synbiotics.
They run to the corner to catch the city bus, show
their passes and join other KIDS on their way to school.
EXT. HORACE MANN JUNI OR HI GH SCHOOL - DAY -
ESTABLI SHI NG

The school resenbles a nedieval fortress, dark, gray
and forbi ddi ng.

The school property is surrounded by concrete and an
ten foot high chain link fence.

Heavy iron nesh grating covers the w ndows.

The reinforced steel doors are equi pped for padl ocks.
Gangs of KIDS in distinctive colors and styl es of
clothing mll around the sidewal ks and the fenced
school yar d.

They huddle in small groups, |ooking furtively about
as they sneak puffs on cigarettes.

Sone pitch pennies up against the school wall.



O hers play a gane of cards.
A few precoci ous coupl es kiss openly.
Ki ds being kids jostle each other.

A pushing and shoving match goes on but no one gets
hurt.

Sonme ol der boys with dangerous | ooks talk quietly
(MO S.), trading and pocketing unseen itens.

A bell RINGS and the students nove into the building.

I NT. SCHOOL HALL - DAY

The entrance hall is LOUD and dingy, dirty and dimy
lit.

A water fountain runs w thout help.

The little original paint that has survived is
rem ni scent of gas chanber green

Shawn and Cory blend into the crowd of KIDS

SHAWN
Got your book report on "Treasure
| sl and" ?

CORY
Yeah, you?

SHAWN

No, | didn't finishit.

CORY
The book or the report?

SHAVN
Nei t her.

They enter a classroom

I NT. CLASSROOM - DAY - CONTI NUOUS

The roomis packed with noi sy, boisterous KlIDS.



10.

They whistle and | augh as they throw spitballs at each
ot her .

A few actually study from open books.

The TEACHER seens oblivious to it all.

TEACHER
Alittle order, please... sone
qui et .
The cl ass settles in.
TEACHER

(conti nui ng)
Al right, future | eaders of
our nation, | amsure that you
have all enjoyed your reading
assi gnnent, "Treasure |sland".
Do we have a volunteer to give
a book report, ...

The cl ass suddenly becones dead silent,

TEACHER
(conti nui ng)
perhaps rem nd the rest of
us who have already forgotten
what it was about?

except for Cory and one girl, YOLANDA, who both raise
t heir hands.

The rest stare in unison at their desks, faces and
bodi es npti onl ess.

TEACHER
(conti nui ng)
| am overwhel ned by your
ent husi astic response. | don't
know how we' || be able to hear
all of your reports inthe little
time we have.

Cory | ooks around the room
He gets cold stares in return.

Yol anda waves her hand eagerly.



TEACHER
(conti nui ng)
M ster Magee, we have your
undi vi ded attention.

Cory wal ks to the front of the room

As he goes down the aisle and faces the class, BOYS
whi sper derogatory remarks AD LI B

BOYS
Brownie. Suck up. A K

He ignores them

CORY
"Treasure |Island", by Robert
Loui s Stevenson. "Treasure

| sl and" is the greatest adventure
story | have ever read.

The cl ass gives out a collective noan and nore AD LIB
remar ks.

BOYS
Oh, really, adventure boy?
Ever hear of 'X-Men'? More
exciting than 'Banbi'?
They chuckl e under their breath.
Yol anda frowns and shushes them

TEACHER
Alittle quietus in the
intell ectual wastel and may be
appropri ate.

The comments subsi de.
TEACHER
(conti nui ng)
Thank you very nuch.
Cory continues to read his report (MO S.).
SERI ES OF SHOTS

A. The others throw wads of paper at each other,

11.



B. wite notes,

C. whi sper anong thensel ves,

D. stare out the w ndow and

E. generally ignore the report.

F. Yolanda is the only one who pays attention
t hr oughout .

G She nods in agreenment occasionally.
SERI ES OF SHOTS ENDS

CORY
| recomrend "Treasure |sland”
to everyone...

There are nore groans and sni ckeri ng.

CORY
(conti nui ng)
and if you can find the
edition with the illustrations
by an artist named Weth, get
it. They are great!

TEACHER
Thank you, Cory, for that
i nsightful report.

Cory takes his seat amd nore AD LIB teasing fromthe
cl ass.

CLASS
Good report, geeko. Ch yeah,
i nsi ghtful.

TEACHER

Yol anda, you're up.
Yol anda wal ks to the front of the cl ass.

She is acconpani ed by a cadence of foot stonping and
appl ause.

Yol anda i s not bothered by anything.

She is a very confident thirteen year ol d.

12.



The cl ass

The cl ass

The cl ass

YOLANDA
Pl ease, save your appl ause for
t he end.

hoots and heckles AD LIB as before.

CLASS
M ss Snooty Pie. Know it all.
Teacher's pet.

YOLANDA
| Iiked this book even though
it didn't have any female role
nmodels in it.

| aughs out | oud.

TEACHER
Per haps you should read "A Wnman
O I ndependent Means".

YCOLANDA
| have.

TEACHER
Meanwhil e, this is the Ei ghth
Grade, and "Treasure Island" is
t he required readi ng.

YOLANDA
| still think the reading
assi gnnents should be nore
di verse

TEACHER
"1l speak to the Board of
Educat i on.

YCOLANDA
Thank you. "Treasure |sland"

is truly a great adventure novel,
despite its shortcom ngs, but
won't dwell on that...

13.

once again involves itself in distractions
as Yol anda reads her report (MOS.).

Only Cory seens to be interested.

The bel

RI NGS for

|l unch as Yol anda fi ni shes her

report.



14.
The cl ass becones ani mated and noi sy.
The kids ignore the teacher's AD LIB pleas for order,

TEACHER
Chi | dren, young | adi es and
gent | enen, pl ease, sone decorum
in the forum

as they get up and | eave the room

| NT. SCHOOL HALL - DAY
Cory, Shawn and Yol anda head for the | unchroom together.

SHAWN
That was good, you guys. |
wish | had read the book. Oh,
wel |, maybe they' Il make it
into a novi e soneday.

Cory and Yol anda | ook at each ot her and shake their
heads.

The sane surreptitious activity that takes place in
the school yard earlier continues anong snall groups
of students in the halls.

CORY
This place gets scarier every
day.
YOLANDA
My dad has an offer of a job in
another city. | mght be noving.
CORY
Lucky you. | wish | could go
w th you.
(to Yol anda)
W'll neet you in the cafeteria.

Save us a seat.

Cory and Shawn go to the boys' room



15.
I NT. SCHOOL - BOY'S TO LET - DAY

CLDER BOYS attenpt to hide cigarettes and wave away
snoke as ot her boys enter.

Cory is singled out as the patsy.

Shawn is a little too big for these bullies to bully,
but not big enough to stand up for Cory or hinself.

OLDER BOY#1
(to Cory at the urinal)
Hey punk, got any cigarettes?

CORY
No.

OLDER BOY#1
How about | endi ng ne sone noney?
I"'ma little short.

The others in his gang | augh.

OLDER BOY#1
(conti nui ng)
Pay you back tonorrow, prom se.

The gang nenbers |let out a big roar.

CORY
Sorry! | was already nmugged on
the way to school.

OLDER BOY#2
(to ol der boy#1)
How nmuch you need? 1I'll lend
it to you.

OLDER BOY#1
G nmme a buck.

A der boy#2 gives ol der boy#1 a doll ar.



OLDER BOY#2

(to Cory)
Now you owe it to ne, punk,
and | expect you to pay nme back
tomorrow, with interest, get
it?

(1 aughi ng)
O your credit's no good.

The gang nenbers roar again.

16.

Cory and Shawn exit as quickly as possible as the other
boys jostle and shove them around.

I NT. SCHOCOL HALL - DAY

CORY
Man, | have to get out of here.

SHAWN
Make sure you wite.

They head for the cafeteria.

I NT. SCHOCOL CAFETERI A - DAY

KIDS m ||

about noisily.

They stand in |ine for prepared food.

A boy beats on a vendi ng machi ne that ate his noney.

The tables are alnmost all fill ed.

Cory and Shawn go through the food |ine and get

sandw ches.

Yol anda waves them over to her table.

YOLANDA
Good job with your book report,
Cory. | really liked it.

CORY

Thanks, it was fun readi ng, and
besides, it gave nme a chance to
get out of here.



SHAWN
What do you nean, get out of
her e?

Cory indicates 'here' by waving his arns.

CORY
| mean, 'here'!l

YCOLANDA
It's called escapi sm Shawn.
You escape into the story.
It's what people did before
novi es and tel evi sion.

SHAWN
And if they didn't like to read?
YOLANDA
They pl ayed basket bal | .
SHAWN
(to Cory)

See, there's hope.

YCOLANDA
Besi des the beauty of our
| anguage, we can enjoy the
vi carious pleasure of adventure
and danger w thout | eaving hone
or getting hurt.

SHAVWN

You're a geni us.
YOLANDA

Thank you.

(to Cory)

How s your writing com ng al ong?
CORY

Kind of slow. |I'mworking on a

story about a boy who feeds his
pet rat irradiated food pellets.
It mutates into a giant that
follows himto school and eats

t he punks who hustle his lunch
noney.

17.



18.

YOLANDA
You're weird soneti mes

CORY
You wite what you know.

A bel | RINGS.

CORY
(conti nui ng)
| hate gym Why do we al ways
have gymright after lunch? |
have all | can do not to throw

up.

SHAWN
You need sone basket bal
practice. Stick with ne. 1'1]I
get you in a gane.

I NT. SCHOOL GYMNASI UM - DAY - LATER

In gym Cory stands on the sidelines as two TEAMS choose
up sides for a basketball gane.

Cory is last to be chosen, even though one team has
only four players.

SHAVWN
W can't play wwth only four
men. We're outnunbered. This
is stupid. Let Cory play.

TEAMVATE#1
He only gets in the way. W're
better off with enpty space.
At least we won't trip over
hi m
TEAM

(1 n unison)
Yeah.

TEAMVATE#1
He can be our cheerl eader. W
need a cheerl eader.



19.

TEAM
(1 n unison)
Yeah.
SHAVWN
| f he doesn't play, | don't
pl ay.

The Team acqui esces reluctantly.

TEAM
(1 n unison)
Ckay, he can pl ay.

H s teammates all shake their heads while the opposing
t eam cheers.

SHAVWN
Come on, Cory.
(whi speri ng)
Try not to lose the ball, please.
TEAMVATE#1

If it does happen to stick to
your fingers, give it to one of
us. Don't even try to nmake a
basket. At |least, don't |ose
it.

At the tip-off, Cory accidentally gets the ball.

SHAWN
Pass it to me. Pass it to me.

It is imed ately apparent that Cory can't dribble or
run.

He bounces the ball off his own foot and then trips
over it.

The ball is stolen from him

The opposing team scores first as one of them nmakes an
easy |l ay-up

Cory's teammates groan and their opponents | augh.

TEAMVATE#1
Great job so far, 'Magic'.



20.
SHAWN
(to Cory)

Don't worry about it. W can't

all be Larry Bird or M chael

Jor dan.
The gane continues with Cory all but ignored.
These kids are good and Shawn is the best anong them
SERI ES OF SHOTS
Shawn dri bbl es between his | egs.
He feints around the opposing team
He makes i npossi bl e hook shots fromthe keyhol e,
and junp shots from half-court.
He is deadly fromthe foul |ine.
He | eads the teamin rebounds.

He constantly steals the ball.

I 6 m m o O W »

Cory tries to stay out of the way.

The gane goes on around himat a furious pace,
J. but he gets fouls called against him
K.  he gets knocked down, and

L. even has his head used to caromthe ball between
opposi ng pl ayers.

SERI ES OF SHOTS ENDS

EXT. STREET OUTSI DE SCHOOL - DAY - LATER

CORY
|"ve got to get out of here.

SHAWN
At least | have a chance. |
can play ball. Mybe even pro
ball. 1'm good.



CORY
Not to burst your bubble, Shawn,
but do you have any idea what
your chances are? About one in
a mllion.

SHAWN
O maybe a sportscaster.

CORY
You're al ready overqualified
for that job.

SHAWN
VWll, it beats no chance at
all. \When you think of a better
way, |et nme know.
CORY
There has to be a way. | am

not going to live like this.

As they walk to the bus stop, their bus pulls away.

CORY
(conti nui ng)
Great, what next?

EXT. STREETS THROUGH THE CI TY - DAY

They start wal ki ng hone.

The city street scene reflects econom c decay.

They pass boarded up stores.

W ndows of unoccupi ed houses are broken.

Entry ways are chiseled through cenent blocks into

vacant buil di ngs.

Honel ess |ie on benches beside shopping carts of al

their worldly possessions.

The boys take a shortcut through a vacant
two bonbed out buil di ngs,

| ot bet ween

where they are accosted by KOOL, a sinister |ooking

t een.

21.



22.
EXT. VACANT LOT - DAY
Kool bl ocks their way.
CORY'S P.O V. - KOOL

KOOL
vell, well, well. Wat do we
have here? New in the 'hood,
boys?

BACK TO SCENE
Cory knows Kool by reputation.

CORY
Just passing through, goodbye.

KOCOL
Not before you pay the toll,
boys, and I amthe tol
col | ector.

CORY
W have city passes.

He flashes his bus pass.

CORY
(conti nui ng)
They're good for transfers and
shortcuts.

KOOL
You got a smart nouth, chunp.
Let's see your wallet.

Cory's brother, Dwain, wtnesses the scene as he happens
al ong.

DWAI N
Yo, Kool, ny man. Wat's
happeni ng?

KOOL

| got ne a couple of ripe little
chunps, here. They got to pay
the toll.



23.

DWAI N
This here chunp's ny little
brother. And this chunp here's
his bud. They got a pass.
gave it to them

KOOL
Well then, they got to pay the
cl ub dues.

Dwai n does his best to extricate his brother fromthe
situation, but Kool is the dom nant personality.

DWAI N
Their dues is paid up, man.
paid them

Kool exercises his authority by pronouncing his decision
settling the matter.

KOCOL

Well then, they got to perform
sonme soci al services.

(to Dwai n)
Nobody wal ks on ny turf w thout
showi ng sone respect to the
Kool .

(to Cory and Shawn)
How about it chunps? You help
me out, you make yoursel f sone
candy noney.

Cory and Shawn exchange gl ances.
They know they face a dil emma.
They can't run and they can't hide.

Shawn lets Cory do the tal king.

CORY
Doi ng what ?
KOOL
Fromtinme to tine, | need sone

ri ght hand nmen, kinda | ook over
my shoul der for ne while |
transact busi ness.



24.

CORY
Lookout s?

KOCL
You are one smart little chunp.

Kool pats Cory on the cheek.

KOOL
(conti nui ng)
I I'ike you.

Cory pushes his hand away.

CORY
What ki nd of business you in?

KOOL
Retailing, soon to be whol esal e.
| recently expanded ny busi ness
into this territory. W
predecessor was involuntarily
retired.

CORY
What exactly do you sell?

KOCOL
Let's just say | provide a needed
coommodity to a special group of
consuners. Lots of roomto
grow, and it beats flippin
burgers. You could graduate to
sales if you're a fast |earner.

CORY
(to Dwai n)
You a fast |earner?

DWAI N
Beats flippin' burgers.

CORY
Sounds too easy to be |egal.

KOOL
Well now, the chunp's a | awyer.



25.

CORY
We're both pretty busy, school
and stuff. Lots of honmework...

SHAWN
basket bal | practice..

CORY
can't fit it in.

KOCL
Let me put it this way.

Kool is enphatic in his demands and he nakes it clear
to the boys that there is no alternative.

KOOL
(conti nui ng)
You're either in or out, either
with me or against ne. You
ain't in Swtzerland.
Kool grabs Cory violently by his collar.
KOOL
(conti nui ng)
Get it, chump?
Dwai n pulls Kool off Cory and stands between them

DWAI N
Al right, lay off, Kool.

A nei ghbor hood beat POLI CEMAN appears and yells.

CORY'S P.O V. - THE POLI CEMAN

He is big!

He shakes his nightstick at them and runs towards them
POLI CEVAN

You, knock it off. Cone here,
| want to talk to all of you



BACK TO SCENE

Th

DWAI N
(to Cory and Shawn)
Get out of here.

ey scatter in different directions.

Kool di sappears into a vacant factory.

Dwai n beats it down an alley and over a fence into

an

Sh
fo

Th

ot her abandoned bui |l di ng.

awn | eaves Cory in his dust as they nake a beeline
r the nearest street.

e officer gets a good | ook at Cory.

CORY'S P.O V. - THE PCLI CEMAN

PCLI CEMAN
(to Cory)
" m | ooking out for you.

EXT. STREETS THROUGH THE CI TY - DAY - CONTI NUQUS

Co

Co
ve

He

t & & & F & F

ry and Shawn are separat ed.

ry runs a few bl ocks as fast as he can, which isn't
ry fast.

's panting and out of breath.

turns a corner and ducks into a doorway.

stands in a shadow with his back agai nst the door
tries to hold his breath but gasps for air.
listens for sounds of anyone follow ng him

hears heavy footsteps approaching on the run.
tries the door behind him 1It's open.

backs into the building and shuts the door quietly.



27.
| NT. LI BRARY - MAI N READI NG ROOM - DAY
He stops dead in his tracks.
CORY'S P.O V. - THE READI NG ROOM

Cory | ooks around and realizes that he's in the public
library.

H's path is blocked by an officious | ooking wonman.
Cory knows her. She is the librarian, M SS HUXLEY.

She says not hing, but her face says, "Don't you fool
wth ne."

It is quiet.
A few people sit at tables.

They are readi ng books, nmagazi nes and newspapers.

BACK TO SCENE

He quietly wal ks through the reference section,
fingering the bindings of the books.

He picks out an Encycl opedia at random wi t hout payi ng
any attention to its contents, and

sits down in a far corner.

He tries to appear invisible.

The Pol i ceman conmes in and | ooks around.
He |l ooks in Cory's direction.

Cory cowers behind the book.

The policeman talks (MOS.) with the librarian while
pointing to Cory, then | eaves.

She cones over to him
She stands over himw th her arns fol ded.

He pretends he doesn't see her.



Taki ng the encycl opedia fromhim she says,

M SS HUXLEY
Come with nme, young man.

He follows her to the reference table.
She piles sone books in his arns.

M SS HUXLEY
(conti nui ng)
Take these books and put them
on the shelf over there.

He obeys w thout question.
She follows himwi th npre books.

M SS HUXLEY
(conti nui ng)
| know you. You cone in here
often. \What's your nanme?

CORY
Cory Magee, Ma' am

M SS HUXLEY
l"'m M ss Huxley. You' re one of
t he few nei ghborhood boys who
t ake advantage of the library.

CORY
We don't have any books at hone.
| Iike to read.
(pause)
|'"d like to be a witer, | think.

I
[ ike to wite.
h

They replace the books as they talk.

M SS HUXLEY
Really? | like to wite too
|'ve had sone articles published
in literary magazi nes, nostly
about educati on.

She takes one of Cory's books fromthe shelf where he

m spl aced it.

28.
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M SS HUXLEY
(conti nui ng)
Her, give nme that. It goes

her e.
She puts it on the right shelf.

M SS HUXLEY
(conti nui ng)
What do you like to wite about?

CORY
Mostly fantasy, sci-if stuff,
kid stuff. 1'dlike to wite
about sports since that's al
my best friend Shawn and | talk
about. | can't play very well,
but I am good at nenori zi ng
statistics.

M SS HUXLEY
Now there's a story... about a
boy who can't play at sports
but he knows the batting average
of every player in history.

Cory stops and listens attentively.

M SS HUXLEY
(conti nui ng)
Maybe he wins a quiz show, naybe
he gets to be a team mascot, a
bi g | eague bat boy. You've got
a story there, Cory, and you
don't even know it.

CORY
Ww  You're right. But what
are his chances... realistically?
Wo'd believe it? Wat are ny
chances? One in a mllion
i ke Shawn's chances at becom ng
a pro basketbal |l player

M SS HUXLEY
Good fiction is life raised to
the I evel of nmetaphor. The
writer makes it happen... just
like inreal life... we can
make things happen.



CORY
VWhat's a netaphor?

M SS HUXLEY
There's a dictionary. Look it
up.

Cory opens the tone.

CORY
How do you spell it?

M SS HUXLEY
Pronounce it one syllable at a
tinme. It's all there, all very

neat and orderly. You m ght
say in al phabetical order.

Cory thunmbs through it, flipping pages back and forth
until he finds the word.

CORY
Met aphor... a figurative
expression, synbolism.. |ike
my life... stuck in quicksand.

|"ve got to get out of here.

Cory pushes the cart full of reference books between
the stacks. As they talk he thunbs through them and
M ss Huxl ey places them on shel ves.

M SS HUXLEY
Well, you seemto be a bright
boy. Thinking about coll ege?

CORY
" mlucky | have |unch noney.

M SS HUXLEY
There are al ways schol arshi ps.

CORY
| can't dribble a basketball.

M SS HUXLEY
Academ ¢ schol arships. You can
take tests. You'd be surprised
at what you can do.

He thunbs through a big picture book of flowers.
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CORY
My Mom | oves nuns. They're her
favorite fl ower.

M SS HUXLEY

Yes, | |ike chrysant henuns too.
CORY

Chrysant hemuns? | didn't know

they were called that.
Cory pauses for a nonment. He is thinking.

CORY
(conti nui ng)
Oh, 'nuns'.

He gives the book to Mss Huxley and she puts it on a
shel f as they continue.

M SS HUXLEY
What do your parents do, Cory?

CORY
| never knew ny father. Mom
never nentions his nanme. She
works in a hospital as an orderly
or sonething... a dead end job...
a lot like quicksand. She'd
like to be a real nurse, but...
no noney.

She continues to put books back on the shelves while
t hey tal k.

As they pass a bulletin board, Cory sees a flyer.
CORY'S P.O V. - INSERT - THE FLYER

Wi ch reads, 'Enter The Al Anmerica Spelling Bee',
First Place Prize Mney, $5,000.00

BACK TO SCENE

CORY
VWhat's this spelling bee thing?
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M SS HUXLEY
It's a nationw de contest open
to every school in the country.
Unfortunately, our city schools
don't partici pate.

CORY
That's a | ot of noney.

M SS HUXLEY
The | ocal newspaper publi sher
and | have been trying to get
t he school board invol ved, but
they just aren't interested.

CORY
l"d like to try that. It doesn't
cost anyt hi ng.
M SS HUXLEY
It's a lot of hard work.
CORY
How bad could I do? |[|'m good

at nmenori zi ng things.

M SS HUXLEY
h? Spell 'chrysant hemuni .

CORY
" Chrysanthenmum, C-h-r-y-s-a-n-
t-h-e-mu-m chrysant henum

M SS HUXLEY
" minpressed.

She pauses and nods her head a few tines.

M SS HUXLEY
(conti nui ng)
| think it mght be a good tine
to approach the school board
agai n.

CORY
How do you expect to get them
to change their mnds if they've
never been interested before?
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M SS HUXLEY
| have a plan. In the nmeanwhile,
| am going to give you the study
books, and you had better get
busy studying. The contests
must be held on | ocal school
| evel s in February and March
with Gty finals in April and
the National finals in
Washi ngton, D.C. in May. W
don't have a nonent to | ose.

DI SSCLVE TQO

| NT. LIBRARY - MAI N READI NG ROOM - DAY - LATER

Cory flips through the word study book, an anxi ous
expression on his face.

CORY
Holy cow. | can't see how I
can learn to spell all these
words. There nust be three
t housand of them and |'ve never
even seen them before.

M SS HUXLEY
If it were easy, why woul d they
give a prize of five thousand
dol l ars? Think of each word
being worth a dollar. That's
wort h | earning.

CORY
That's only three thousand
dollars. Were's the other two
t housand?

M SS HUXLEY
They're over there in the
dictionary. Find them

CORY
What do they nean. How are
t hey pronounced?

M SS HUXLEY
It's all here in the
pronunci ati on gui de.
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SERI ES OF SHOTS
In the scenes that follow
Cory takes the book wi th hi mwherever he goes.
He reads the word aloud (MO S.).
He | ooks away and spells it.

makes m stakes and frowns.

spells the words correctly and sm | es.

He studies in the library,

He

He

A

B. He studies at hone,
C. On the bus,

D. In the cafeteri a,

E. In the gym

F. Between cl asses and,

SERI ES OF SHOTS ENDS

| NT. CLASSROOM - DAY

To his teacher's dismay, when he shoul d be paying
attention in class.

TEACHER
M ster Magee, M ster Magee,
per haps when you have tinme you
can join the rest of us?
The cl ass | aughs as the bell RINGS

The class | eaves noisily as usual as the Teacher shakes
hi s head.

I NT. SCHOOL HALL - DAY - MOMENTS LATER

Yol anda catches up with Cory and Shawn.



YOLANDA
Cory, what are you up to? You
don't pay attention, you don't
rai se your hand.

She tries to see the word book in Cory's hand.

YOLANDA
(conti nui ng)
What's that book you have your
nose buried in?

CORY
It's a word book. |I'm studying
for a spelling bee.
He shows her the book.

She flips through it as they wal k.

YCOLANDA
Spel l'ing bee? What spelling
bee? | haven't heard anything

about a spelling bee. Since
when do we have a spelling bee?

CORY
W will soon. A friend of mne
is working on it. The w nner
gets big prize noney.

YOLANDA
| want in on this, Cory. You're
supposed to be ny friend and
you' ve been keeping this a big
secret?

CORY
Not hi ng happened yet.

YOLANDA
You're not afraid because | can
spell better than you?

CORY
No, I'mnot afraid. Anyway,
the odds of either of us w nning
are a zillion to one. No reason
why we both can't try.
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| NT. BOARD OF EDUCATI ON - MEETI NG ROOM - DAY - A WEEK
LATER

Mss Huxley is neeting wwth the School Board PRESI DENT
and its MEMBERS. Cory waits outside in the hall.

M SS HUXLEY

|'ve spoken to the publisher of
the city newspaper. He is nore
than willing to sponsor the
Cty Schools in the All Anerica
Spelling Bee. Al we ask is
that the Board commt itself to
partici pation.

The Board nenbers coll ectively shake their heads and
munbl e negatively AD LIB as she gives her presentation.

PRESI DENT
W' ve never had the Bee before
because we' ve never had any
good spellers. Hell, these
kids can't spell; they can hardly
read. They'll be hum i ated.
Let's face it; we're babysitting
these kids until they're old
enough to get a job.

M SS HUXLEY
And flip burgers the rest of
their lives? O worse yet,
spend their lives in and out of
institutions?

PRESI DENT
Sonmeone has to pick up the
gar bage and nop the floors.
What good could cone of their
bei ng enbarrassed?

M SS HUXLEY
How can they expect a chance if
it doesn't start here? | have

an exceptional eighth grader
with me today. He wants to go
to college. You know what his
chances are? Nonexistent.
This is a big opportunity for
hi m
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PRESI DENT
Well, we're adamant. Unl ess
you can show us sone evi dence
t hat we can reasonably expect
an out st andi ng performance. ..
well, I"mafraid the answer is
still, no.

He stands and gestures to the door.

PRESI DENT
(conti nui ng)
Thank you for com ng.

| NT. BOARD OF EDUCATI ON - HALL - MOMENTS LATER

M SS HUXLEY
Don't worry, Cory, we'll sway
t hei r opi ni on sonehow.

DI SSCLVE TO

| NT. LI BRARY - MAI N READI NG ROOM - DAY

Cory hel ps M ss Huxl ey put books away as she asks him
wor ds and he spells.

M SS HUXLEY
Br avur a.

CORY
Bravura, b-r-a-v-u-r-a.

He makes normal m stakes and requires pronpting.

M SS HUXLEY
Mononucl eosi s.

CORY
Mononucl eosi's, m 0-nNn-0-n-e-WC-
| -e-0-s-i-s.

M SS HUXLEY
No, try again. Think nucleus
as i n nucleus of an atom
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CORY
Mononucl eosis, mo-n-o0-n-u-c¢-| -
e-0-S-i-S.

M SS HUXLEY
Correct. ..

TOM WATSON enters carrying a box of books and a
newspaper .

He is dressed in overalls; his hands are dirty.

M SS HUXLEY
(conti nui ng)
H, Tom Cory, this is Mster
Wat son, a friend of m ne.

CORY
Pl eased to neet you, sir.

M SS HUXLEY
Cory, please open this box and
take the books out for nme to
cat al ogue.

WATSON
M ss Huxley has told ne a | ot
about you. You're a quick
| earner and a hard worKker.
Maybe you'd like to conme and
work with ne.

CORY
Thanks, but | don't want to be
a newspaper boy.

WATSON
Good | uck.

Wat son and M ss Huxl ey | ook at each other and shake
t heir heads.

WATSON
(continuing; to Mss
Hux| ey)

| understand that the Mayor has
convi nced the School Board to
reconsi der their participation
in the Spelling Bee.

( MORE)



WATSON (cont' d)
He suggested that a denonstration
of Cory's ability m ght sway
t hem

M SS HUXLEY
Isn'"t that good news, Cory? It
gives us a reason to work harder
now.

Cory is pleased, but puzzl ed.
CORY
(to Wat son)
How do you know what the Mayor
sai d?

WATSON
| deliver his newspaper.

| NT. TENEMENT KI TCHEN - DAY

Cory returns home after school and the library.

Dwain is on the couch watching TV.

CORY
Mom home?

DWAI N
Yeah, she's in bed, sick. |
hope she can go to work tonight
so | can get out of the house.
| have plans to nmake sone noney

wi t h Kool .

CORY
On the night shift?

MOM (O S.)
Cory, darlin', would you fix nme
sone supper, please? |I'ma
little |ate.

CORY
Sure, Mm

Cory opens a can of soup and puts it in a pot on the

st ove.
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He lights the stove with a match.

DWAI N
Wiy don't you cone al ong, man?
It'lIl get you in good with Kool.
CORY
| don't want to be in anything
wi th Kool .
DWAI N

You woul dn't have to do anyt hing,
just keep | ookout for cops or

ot her gangs from outsi de the

' hood.

CORY
What are you doing this for?
You know it's wong. You could
end up in big trouble. How
woul d Mom feel if she knew?

DWAI N
She'll |ike the noney. Maybe
"Il even make enough to send
you to coll ege.

CORY
"1l get ny noney for college
sonme ot her way.

Cory studies the can's |abel.

DWAI N
OCh yeah, how? Pl aying
basketbal | ? You're short, you're
a spaz, you can't dribble, you
can't run, you can't shoot, you
can't even throw a ball

He ignores Dwain's taunts.

CORY
" mgoing to coll ege.

DWAI N
Wth what? Your good | ooks?
"Il make nore noney in a week
than you wll in a year, dreaner.
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Dwain turns away from Cory and wat ches tel evision

Cory practices spelling the chem cal ingredients on
t he package | abels as the soup warns up.

CORY
Monosodi um gl ut amat e, m o-n-o-s-
o-d-i-u-mg-l-u-t-a-ma-t-e.

Car bohydrate, c-a-r-b-o0-h-y-d-r-
a-t-e.

Mom conmes into the kitchen, coughing and wheezi ng.
Cory puts out a bow for the two of them

Mom sits while Cory spoons out sone soup into their
bow s.

Mom t akes a sip.

MOM
Hmmm that sure feels good on
my sore throat.

CORY
Why don't you stay in bed, Mnf
MOM
l"mgoing in early. | have to
wor k sonme overtine... we need

t he extra noney.

CORY
You can just do so much, then
you' re back in bed sicker than
you were in the first place.

MOM
| only wish | had the luxury to
lay in bed. Sick or no sick,
have to go to work.
They finish eating.
Cory cleans up while Mom puts on her coat.

She ki sses hi m goodbye and | eaves, coughi ng.
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CORY
| hate to see her go to work
sick like that.

DWAI N
That's what | nmean, man. W
can help her out. Cone on al ong.

EXT. VACANT LOT - N GHT - LATER
Cory and Dwain neet Kool who is waiting in the shadows.
KOCL
Yo, short stuff. You bring

your snmart nouth in case | need
sone | egal advice?

DWAI N

Lay off, Kool, he's with us.
KOCL

Al right, ny man, Cory. Seen

the |ight!
Kool offers Cory a "high five"
Cory keeps his hands in his pockets.

KOCOL
(conti nui ng)
Now, all you have to do is stay
right here out of sight. If
anybody cones al ong, anybody,
you give a little whistle.
Sinple, right?

CORY
And where are you two goi ng?

KOOL
| have sone business in that
bui l di ng over there, delicate
busi ness. And we busi nessnen
don't like to be interrupted
whil e we' re doi ng busi ness,
under st and?
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EXT. ALLEY BETWEEN BU LDI NGS NEAR THE VACANT LOT -
Nl GHT - MOMENTS LATER

Cory is |ookout at the end of an alley.
It is desolate and spookily quiet.

Suddenly a hand grabs him by the back of his neck and
scares the dickens out of him He screans out | oud.

CORY
Yaaaaaaaaaaaaaaah!

CORY'S P.O V. - THE PCLI CEMAN

It is the sane nei ghborhood beat policenman again.

BACK TO SCENE

Cory panics and tries to whistle but only air whooshes
out from between his pursed |ips.

EXT. VACANT LOT - N GHT - CONTI NUOUS

Dwai n, Kool and sone OTHER MEN hear him and escape
over a fence.

They scatter in all directions.
EXT. ALLEY BETWEEN BUI LDI NGS NEAR THE VACANT LOT -
NI GHT - CONTI NUQUS

Cory can't run or junp, or get out of the policeman's
grip.
Hi s feet skid beneath himas he tries to escape.
POLI CEMAN
If | was a dog, |'d chew your
butt off. Get out of here.

The policeman kicks Cory in the butt and | ets him go.



POLI CEMAN
(conti nui ng)
Next time | see you around here,
you' re dog food.
Cory runs. The policeman yells after him
POLI CEMAN
(conti nui ng)
" m | ooking out for you.
| NT. TENEMENT KI TCHEN - THE FOLLOW NG DAY
Mom conmes hone, still sick
Dwain is already in bed.
She makes breakfast for herself.
Cory plays with his pets and studies his spelling.
She sees sonme noney on the table and picks it up.

MOM
VWere did this cone fronf

CORY
Dwnai n.

Mom crushes it in her hand and cries quietly.
Then she puts it in a small file folder thick with
unpaid bills and goes to bed weepi ng.
| NT. BOARD OF EDUCATI ON - MEETI NG ROOM - DAY
The School Board reconvenes.
The Board nenbers pass around the word study book.
The nenbers shake their heads as they read.
M SS HUXLEY
Ladies and Gentlenmen, I'd |ike

you to neet Cory Magee, an eighth
grade student at Horace Mann.
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The Board President flips through the pages of the
wor d book.

PRESI DENT
So you're the best speller in
the city. Let's see here..

(flips through the
book)

"G ngivitis'.

CORY
"Gngivitis'. Gi-n-g-i-v-i-t-
i-s. G@ngivitis.

PRESI DENT
' Thesaurus' .
CORY
' Thesaurus'. One of ny favorite

words. T-h-e-s-a-u-r-u-s.

M ss Huxley sits with her fingers crossed under the
table while this goes on.

M SS HUXLEY
(whi speri ng)
Don't be cocky.

PRESI DENT
"Syzygy'. | don't even know
t he neani ng of that one.

CORY
It refers to the conjunction or
opposition of the planets with
the sun. 'Syzygy'. S-y-z-y-g-
y.

The spelling continues (MO S.).

The board menbers all nod and smle with each word
Cory spells correctly.

The President scows and studies the |ist nore
careful ly.

PRESI DENT
" Ot ol aryngol ogy' .



CORY
"Qtolaryngology'. Ot-o-l-a-r-
y-n-g-o-1-0-g-vy.

PRESI DENT
' Di pht hong' .

CORY
"Di phthong'. Di-p-t-h-0-n-g.

PRESI DENT
AHA!  You m sspelled it. You
woul d have been elimnated in
the first round.

M SS HUXLEY
May | see that book, M ster
Pr esi dent.
(to the President)
"Di phthong'. Spell it please.

PRESI DENT
My ability is not being tested,
M ss Huxl ey.

M SS HUXLEY
Spell it, please.
BOARD MEMBERS
(AD LI B)
Yes, spell it, etc.

PRESI DENT
"Di phthong'. Di-p-t-h-0-n-g.

The Board breaks out in spontaneous appl ause and
| aught er.

M SS HUXLEY
Congratul ati ons, M ster
Presi dent .

(to Cory)

Try it again. 'D phthong'.
CORY

"Di phthong'. Di-p-H-t-h-0-n-

g.

The Board breaks into |aughter and appl ause agai n.
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| NT. TENEMENT KI TCHEN - DAY

A few Christmas decorations are evident in the
apart nment .

Cory studies constantly.

Dwai n wat ches tel evi sion.

Mom cl eans and irons.

Cory's pets |l ook for attention.

The cat rubs against his |eg.

The rat scratches at his cage.

He is unaware of them or anything around him

The worl d revol ves outside of his consci ousness.

| NT. SCHOOL CAFETERI A - DAY - A FEW DAYS LATER

Cory sees Yol anda studying froma wordbook while she
eats a sandw ch

She is as engrossed as Cory when he studies.
He goes over and sits down next to her.
After a nonent, she realizes that he is there.
YOLANDA
OCh, hi, Cory. Apparently your
friend had sone influence on

t he School Board. W're going
to have a city-w de spelling

bee after all, with the w nner
goi ng to Washington for the
finals. 1Isn't that great? But
| guess you al ready knew.

CORY
| just found out nyself. | see

you have the word book. Hard,
aren't they?
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YOLANDA
Not really, |I know a | ot of
t hem

CORY

Ww, | didn't know any of them
when | started studying them

YOLANDA
There are a few tricky ones,
but it's all in the gane.
CORY

For me the ganme is sudden death
No overti ne.

YOLANDA
| can't even inmagi ne | osing.
Ch, sorry, | didn't nean to...
CORY
That's all right, I'"'mused to
it.

YOLANDA
Vel l, anyway, good | uck.

CORY
Thanks.
| NT. CLASSROOM - DAY - A FEW DAYS LATER
The students m |l about noisily as usual.
Sone have open books on their desks.
Afewsit quietly.
Cory and Yol anda st udy.
Shawn sl am dunks wads of paper into an i nmagi nary basket.
TEACHER
Alittle quiet, please, future

guar di ans of denocracy.

The class quiets down a little.
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TEACHER
(conti nui ng)
Oh, do we have sonething exciting
pl anned for you this norning.

The cl ass nocks excitenment (AD LIB)

CLASS
Oooh, ahhhh, etc.

TEACHER
A spelling bee!

The cl ass nobans and | aughs AD LIB

The Teacher takes a position in the mddle of the room
facing the cl ass.

TEACHER
(conti nui ng)
Students on ny left, you're
Team A, |ine up against the
wall. Team B, on the right, up
agai nst the w ndow.

There are nore groans as they |line up opposite each
ot her.

TEACHER
(conti nui ng)
Your ent husi asm overwhel ns ne.

They continue to noan and groan (AD LI B)

TEACHER
(conti nui ng)
Every nmonment | spend in this
class reaffirnms ny conm t nent
to educati on.

The teacher begins by using rather sinple words for
ei ght h graders.

TEACHER
(conti nui ng)
W'l start with a real toughie
for eighth graders, Team A,

' Ei ght h' .

There is a titter of |aughter.
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STUDENT #1
"Eighth', e-i-g-t-h, eighth

More groans.

TEACHER
Sit dowmm. Team B, 'Eighth'

STUDENT #2
"Eighth', e-i-g-h-t-h, eighth

They cheer.

TEACHER
Bravo! Team A, | hope this
next one doesn't enbarrass
anyone. 'Enbarrass'.

STUDENT #3
"Enbarrass', e-mb-a-r-a-s-s,
enbarr ass.

TEACHER
Sit down.

More groans, sone question the decision.

CLASS
(together, AD LIB)
VWat's wong with that? That's
not the way it's spelled?
Sounded right to ne.

TEACHER
Team B, ' Enbarrass'.

CORY
"Enbarrass', e-mb-a-r-r-a-s-
s, enbarrass.

TEACHER

Correct.
More groans and comments.

CLASS
(together, AD LIB)
What's the difference? Sounded
t he same to ne.



TEACHER
Team A, 'badm nton'
SHAWN
"Badm nton', b-a-d-mi-n-t-i-n,
badmn nt on
TEACHER
Sit down. Team B.
STUDENT #4
"Badm nton', b-a-d-mi-n-t-o0-n,
badmn nt on
TEACHER
Correct. Team A, 'Tantalize'.
YOLANDA
"Tantalize', t-a-n-t-a-1-i-z-e,

tantali ze.

The spelling continues (MO S.).

SERI ES OF SHOTS BEG NS

A. Students are elimnated one by one in a series of

qui ck shots.

B

L 6 m m O O

The el im nated students tal k anong t hensel ves.
Sonme read com c books.

Sone daydr eam

Sonme doodl e.

One files her nails.

One conbs her hair.

Few pay any attention to the contest.

Finally, only Yolanda and Cory remain standing.

SERI ES OF SHOTS ENDS

TEACHER
Well, Cory and Yol anda, what a
surprise. Let's up the ante a
little and get tough.
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He opens the official word study book.

The cl ass gasps, sone in genuine awe and others in
nockery.

The battl e begins.

TEACHER
(conti nui ng)
Team Yol anda, 'Insurrection'.
YOLANDA
"I nsurrection', i-n-s-u-r-r-e-c-

t-i-0-n, insurrection.
There is polite applause and acclamation fromthe cl ass.
The students begin to pay attention.

TEACHER
Team Cory, ' Chivalrous'

CORY
'Chivalrous', c-h-i-v-a-1-r-o0-u-
s, chival rous.

TEACHER
Yol anda, ' Debacl e'.
YOLANDA
' Debacl e', d-e-b-a-c-I|-e,

debacl e.
The di al ogue and action continue (MO S.)

The intensity of the conpetition is reflected in the
faces of the two contestants.

The class follows the spelling with open books,
listening attentively.

They react with expressions of amazenent.
They shake their heads.
They sm |l e.

They appl aud and cheer enthusiastically.



The cl ass
accol ades.
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TEACHER

Cory, "Vilify".
CORY

"Vilify', v-i-l-l-i-f-y, vilify.
TEACHER

Uh, oh. Yolanda, care to try?
YOLANDA

"Vilify', v-i-l-i-fy-, vilify
TEACHER

Bravi ssima! Yol anda, you are
t he chanpi on

bursts into noi sy applause and AD LIB
CLASS

ww Geat! Yay, Yolie. Too
bad, Cory.

Cory hangs his head and sits down.

Shawn pats hi mon the back

SHAWN
You di d good.

Yol anda | uxuriates in the warm gl ow of recognition.

TEACHER
(to Yol anda)
| wwsh | had a trophy to give
you, but | assure you, there
i

will be trophies in your future.
In the nmeanwhile, | wll
i nscri be. ..

Teacher wites "Yolanda is the Eighth G ade Spelling

Chanpi on"

on the bl ackboard.

TEACHER
(conti nui ng)
... your nanme on the blackboard
in chalk for all the world to
see.



| NT. SCHOOL HALL - DAY - MOVENTS LATER

Cory and Shawn are out of the classroomfirst.
They head for the exit.

Yol anda cones out | ooking for them

She sees them and catches up with them

YOLANDA
| hope | didn't hurt your
feelings, Cory. | couldn't
help it. [I'mjust a good
spel l er.
CORY
| under st and.
YOLANDA
| hope we can still be friends.
CORY

Sure.
She stops and turns to go the other way.
Cory and Shawn keep on wal ki ng.
YCOLANDA
(yelling after Cory)
See you.
Cory does not turn around.

CORY
Sur e.

EXT. SCHOOLYARD - DAY - LATER
Cory and Shawn wal k to the bus.

SHAWN
Those were sone tough words, |
coul d hardly pronounce sone of
them nuch |less spell them

54.



55.

CORY
Badm nton? You m ssed badm nton?
It's a sport!

SHAVWN
| don't play badm nton. | play
basketball. If I played
badm nton, | coul d have spelled

it. Ask me to spell basketball
go ahead, ask ne.

CORY

Spel |l 'l acrosse'.
SHAWN

| don't play |acrosse either.
CORY

It's a good thing you can pl ay

basket bal | .

| NT. LIBRARY - MAIN READI NG ROOM - DAY - LATER
Cory enters and throws his book bag on the fl oor.

M SS HUXLEY
Uh, oh. Bad day in school?

CORY
s there such a thing as a good
day in school ?

M SS HUXLEY
Want to tal k about it?
CORY
| lost, that's all. | coul dn't

even win that stupid spelling
bee on ny class |evel, how can
| win on a city or nationa

| evel ?

M SS HUXLEY
You study for it.

CORY
| did study for it.
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M SS HUXLEY
You study harder. You study
until your eyeballs feel like

they're going to pop out of
your head and it hurts so much
you wi sh they would. Then you
study sone nore.

CORY
I"'mtired of studying.

M SS HUXLEY
Maybe Shawn can get you on his
pro basketball team

CORY
| can't play basketball, you
know t hat .

M SS HUXLEY

| meant as a scorekeeper, or
maybe bal | boy.

CORY
That's real funny.

M SS HUXLEY
O maybe you can help M ster
Wat son del i ver newspapers.
That would be a |l ot easier. No
studyi ng, no thinking, no
chal | enge, and no
di sappoi ntnents. Just stunble
al ong fromone day to the next,
goi ng nowhere, still 'here'!

Cory picks up his book bag and runs out of the library.

EXT. STREET OUTSI DE APARTMENT - DAY - LATER
On the way hone Cory is confronted by Kool and Dwain.

KOCL
Short stuff, my man, staying
out of trouble?

CORY
So far.



KOOL
| got sone work for you later
make yourself sone |unch noney,
if you don't fall asleep on the
job, like last tine.

CORY
VWat's it all about?

KOCL
It's easy, that's all you got
to know for the tinme being.

Your big brother will fill you
in on the details. | got to go
now.

(to Dwai n)

See you |l ater, cool?

DWAI N
Cool , man.

Kool | eaves and Cory and Dwain continue the wal k hone.
CORY

"' mnot going to do this again,
and you shouldn't either. You

can go to jail if you' re caught.
DWAI N
l"mnot going to jail, I'"'mtoo

smart. You don't see Kool
getting caught, do you?

CORY
That's what all the smart guys
say, Dwmain. There ain't no
smart guys in jail | guess,
only dunb ones.

DWAI N
(1 aughi ng)
The only ones | know are dunb.
| NT. TENEMENT KI TCHEN - DAY - LATER

Momis pacing the floor furiously as they enter the
kit chen.

She flies into Dwmain's face.

57.



She shows
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MOM
(to Dwai n)
You quit school w thout even
telling nme, much | ess asking
for ny opinion? A neighbor has
to tell nme? How dare you?

DWAI N
| was going to tell you

hi m t he noney she found on the table earlier.

MOM
And this, where did this cone
fronf

DWAI N

| got a job washing and polishing
cars in a small shop across
t own.

MOM
s that how you intend to spend
your life, washing cars?

DWAI N
It's a start, Mom It's noney.
MOM
| wish you hadn't quit.
DWAI N
You quit school when you were
ny age.
MOM
| had to. | had a baby to feed.
DWAI N
Oh, now that's ny fault, too?
MOM
It's never been a matter of
fault. It's sinply a matter of
fact. | just wi sh you hadn't
quit. It makes everything in

life so much harder
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DWAI N
At least |'"mworking. | can
bring sonme noney into the house.

Momis relieved, but anxi ous.

MOM
Pl ease don't do anything foolish.
DWAI N
| won't, Mom
MOM
Hel p me put up the Christmas
tree. | can't do it by nyself.

She goes out into the hall for a mnute.

CORY
(sarcastically, to
Dwai n)
| won't, Mom

DWAI N
Button it up, punk.

Momreturns wwth a scrawy tree.

MOM
It's npbdest, but sincere.

DWAI N
|'ve got to get sone sleep
Mom |'mon the night shift
t oni ght .

Dwai n goes to bed, leaving Cory to help his nother.

He secures the tree in a stand as she holds it straight
and steadies it.

MOM
How s school, Cory? | hope you
do better than ... well, | don't
know what to expect anynore.

CORY
We had a spelling bee today.

She opens sone boxes with |ights and ornanents.



MOM

That's what you' ve been studyi ng
for, isn't it? How did you do?

CORY

| made it to the end and ni ssed

an easy word.
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Cory hangs sone |ights as Mom puts on the ornanents.

They step back fromthe tree to admre it.

Cory.

MOM
Making it to the end is
i nportant.

CORY

Wnning is nore inportant.

MOM

You have to nmake it to the end
first, before you can win
anyt hi ng.

(1 ndi cating)
Put alittle nore tinsel on
your si de.

(beat)
You can do better, you stil
have a nonth to study before
the official contest begins.

CORY
That's not nuch tine.

MOM
"Il help you.

CORY

But Mom you have to get your
sleep in the evening before you
go to work.

MOM
l"min this with you heart and
soul, son.

MOM
(conti nui ng)
| love this tinme of year.

She hugs



| NT. LIBRARY - MAIN READI NG ROOM - FOLLOW NG DAY
M ss Huxl ey ignores Cory when he enters.

She is busy with paperwork.

He | eans over the counter and waits.

Finally he catches her eye.

CORY
Sorry about that scene the other
day. | was very upset.

M SS HUXLEY
So was |I. | persuaded the School

Board to participate in the A
Anerica Spelling Bee and the
best speller in the city was
going to punk out on ne. How
do you think I felt about that?

CORY
l"msorry, | don't like to |ose.
|"ve got to win. |'ve got to.
M SS HUXLEY

You didn't lose. Only losers

| ose, and you're a winner in ny
book. So, let's not tal k about
it anynore.

She offers Cory her hand. They shake on it.
CORY

M ss Huxl ey, what books would a
nursi ng student use to study

fronf

M SS HUXLEY
Why ?

CORY
| want to borrow sonme for ny
mother. | want her to go to

col | ege and becone a real nurse.

61.
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M SS HUXLEY
That's adm rable of you, but it
does cost noney.

CORY
| have a pl an.

M SS HUXLEY
| suggest anatony, biol ogy,
chem stry and psychol ogy for
starters. |It's a long and
conplicated process, a | ot harder
than just spelling. Do you
think she can do it?

CORY
"1l help her.

| NT. TENEMENT KI TCHEN - EVENI NG

Cory is alone, sitting at the kitchen table studying
froma rather thick book

Mom enters carryi ng some presents.
She has the night off.

MOM
H, darlin'. Dnvain i n bed?

CORY
H, Mom No, he nust be worKking.
| haven't seen him

She hunms a holiday favorite as she puts the few presents
under their nodest little tree.

Then she sits down with Cory.

MOM
What's that you' re readi ng?

CORY
It's a book on pharnmacol ogy. |
got it fromthe library. |
t hought maybe it would help you
get a better job at work, maybe
get to be a real nurse.



She opens it and to their pleasant surprise, she is
famliar wth a ot of its substance.

MOM
| know a | ot of these nedications
and what they're used for. But
howis it going to get ne a
better job?

CORY
| f you already know this stuff,
you coul d easily pass the course
i n nursing school .

MOM
Yes, | suppose so, still, the
guestion is, how do | pay for

it?
There is a KNOCK at the door. Cory answers.
CORY'S P.O V. - AT THE DOOR
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It is the beat policeman, with a big smle on his face.

POLI CEMAN
Ho, ho, ho! Merry Chri stnas!

MOM (O S.)
Wo is it, Cory?
BACK TO SCENE
CORY
It isn't Santa C aus.
| NT. POLI CE STATION - HOLDI NG CELL - N GHT - LATER
Cory and Mom are at the Police Station.
Dwain is in custody on petit |arceny charges.

He sits behind a bullet proof glass partition as he
speaks with his nother on a tel ephone.

Momis crying.



MOM
You prom sed ne you woul dn't do
anyt hing foolish.

DWAI N
| only did it because | wanted
to get you a Christmas present.

MOM
Stealing to buy a present?
What kind of a thought is that?
| don't need anything that bad.

| NT. POLI CE STATI ON - PROCESSI NG DESK - NI GHT - LATER
Dwain is released in his nother's custody.

SERGEANT
Since you don't have any prior
record, we're letting you out
w th an appearance ticket, young
man. You show up in court as
schedul ed or you sit in jail
until the case is settl ed.
Under st and?

DWAI N
Yes, sir.

SERGEANT
And you keep your nose cl ean.
Under st and?

DWAI N
Yes, sir.

The Sergeant gives Dwain a brown manila envel ope with
his wall et and keys.

Dwai n checks the contents and signs a receipt.

As they | eave, the nei ghborhood beat policeman taps
Cory on the shoul der.

CORY'S P.O V. - THE PCLI CEMAN
PCLI CEMAN

(grinning)
" m | ooking out for you.
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| NT. TENEMENT KI TCHEN - N GHT - LATER
Their nother is furious.
She berates Dwain while Cory feeds his pets.
MOM
You prom sed ne, you lied to

me. How do you expect ne to
trust you when you do a thing

i ke that?

DWAI N
It won't happen again, Mom |
swear .

There is a KNOCK on the door. The Mdther goes to answer
it.

CORY
(under his breath, to
Dwai n)
It won't happen again, Mom |
swear !

DWAI N
Button it, punk.

She opens the door. It is Kool.

MOM
What do you want ?

KOOL
Good evening, Ms. Mgee, is
Dwai n home?

MOM
Why ?

KOOL
| heard he was in trouble. |
try to help ny friends in
troubl e.

MOM
| know you. You're the trouble.

She sl aps Kool in the face.
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MOM
(conti nui ng)
Now you get out of here and
stay away from ny boys, or else
"1l show you what trouble is.

Kool recoils fromthe bl ow and rages.

KOOL
Nobody hits nme, nobody! Not
even an old | ady.

Dwai n stays out of the quarrel.
Cory cones to his nother's defense.

CORY
Don't you threaten nmy nother,
you punk.
(to his pet rat)
Get him WIIlard!

He throws his pet rat on Kool.

He screanms in terror, brushing off the rat and stunbling
backwar ds down the stairs.

Cory picks up his rat and kisses it.
CORY
(conti nui ng)
|"msorry, boy. | hope he didn't
scare you

Their nother closes the door and wings her hands in
angui sh.

MOM
| have to get us out of here.
SERI ES OF SHOTS (M QO S.)

A. Inthe library, Cory hel ps Mss Huxl ey stack books
on the shel ves.

B. He pushes the cart and she shel ves the books, asking
wor ds.

C. Hs |lips nove in response.
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D. They smle.
E. They frown.
F. They | augh.
G She shows himthe book with the correct spelling.
H. He nods his head in understandi ng.

. I'n school, Cory studies fromthe word book, oblivious
to the class and the teacher.

J. The teacher stops and stares at Cory.
K. So does the class.

L. Cory is unaware. He closes his eyes and noves his
mouth as he spells the words from nenory.

M Cory's Momsits at the kitchen table and asks the
words as Cory paces the kitchen and spells, stunbles,
and recovers.

N. Dwai n wal ks through the roomon his way in and out,
shaki ng hi s head.

O Mmsmles and gives Cory a big hug.

P. On the bus, Shawn reads the words to Cory as Cory
spel Il s t hem back

Q Shawn stunbles nore in his pronunciation than Cory
does in the spelling.

R Oher kids on the bus as well as adult passengers
faces express amazenent and admration.

S. Cory sleeps at the kitchen table. It is covered
wi th school books, the word book and an open dictionary.

T. At work in the hospital, Momlifts a patient and
fluffs up a pillow under her head.

U. She gives the patient a sip of water.
V. The patient smles, |ip syncing a ' Thank you, Nurse'.

W Mom goes back to nopping up a ness.
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X. In the vacant | ot, Dwain and Kool confer with their
"busi ness associ at es".

Y. Apolice car with flashing lights interrupts their
activity.

Z. They scatter like rats into the darkness down
al | eys.

AA. In the school cafeteria, Cory studies as he eats
his | unch.

BB. Shawn sits and eats with himbut is ignored.

CC. Yol anda can be seen in the background doing the
same with her girl friends.

DD. Once in a while she | ooks over at Cory.
EE. Cory does not | ook up fromthe word book.
FF. She regards Cory with cautious respect.

GG  In the school gym Shawn and ot hers play basketball
while Cory studies the word book on the sidelines.

HH. One of the players accidentally |oses the ball.
It bounces over and hits Cory.

1. He doesn't even realize it and continues spelling
to hinself.

SERI ES OF SHOTS ENDS

I NT. SCHOOL HALL - DAY - LATER

YOLANDA
How are you doi ng, Cory?
CORY
Just fine.
YOLANDA

Too bad runners up can't go to
Washi ngton for the All Anerica
finals. That way you could
conme al ong.

She i s serious.



Cory is not amused, but he is intimdated.

YOLANDA
(conti nui ng)
Anyway, | hope we'll still be
friends.
CORY
Sure.

| NT. LIBRARY - MAI N READI NG ROOM - DAY - LATER

Cory slanms books around while hel ping M ss Huxl ey
restack them

He is disturbed to distraction.

M SS HUXLEY
What' s the probl em now?

CORY
| Iike Yol anda, and she's a
good speller. | wsh she wasn't,
or | wwsh | didn't |ike her as
much, then it would be easy.

M SS HUXLEY
Easy to what?

CORY
Easy to beat her. | wouldn't
care. But | still want to be

friends with her even if | wn.
| know she has her heart set on
W nni ng.

M SS HUXLEY
So do you. Only one can go to
the city finals fromyour school
only one can go to Washi ngton
fromthe city. Focus on the
prize, Cory. The goal is
realistic and within your grasp.
Yol anda is intelligent and
resourceful. Don't |et your
feelings interfere.

CORY
But |'m afraid.

69.
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M SS HUXLEY
O losing, or w nning?

CORY
| don't know which is worse.

M SS HUXLEY
Don't forget how nmuch your nother
wants you to win. Think about
t hat .
| NT. SCHOOL AUDI TORI UM - DAY - A FEW DAYS LATER

The school auditoriumis NO SY wth students as the
School Spelling Bee is about to get underway.

Parents, teachers and students file into seats.

About forty student contestants, ages thirteen to

si xteen, are seated on the stage. All have signs with
a nunber hanging fromtheir necks.

Anmong the contestants sit Cory and Yol anda.

The school PRI NCI PAL begins with the official words
fromthe study book.

MONTAGE OF SCENES FOLLOW (M Q. S)

One by one the spellers rise and walk to the front of
t he st age.

The Principal pronounces the word and uses it in a
sent ence.

They spell correctly and return to their seats on stage.
They m sspell the words and retire backstage.
The bee continues (MQOS.).

| NTERCUT between the participants and the audi ence
t hroughout the foll ow ng shots.

The audi ence nenbers gasp, smle, frown, cheer and
appl aud as the words are spell ed.

One by one they are elimnated until only Cory and
Yol anda remai n.



71.

Tension intensifies as they handle one difficult word
after anot her.

They bite their Iips.
They squeeze their eyes shut in concentration.
They breathe sighs of relief with each correct spelling.
MONTAGE ENDS
PRI NCI PAL
(to Yol anda)

Nunber six, 'Obovoid' . Eggs
are necessarily ' Cbovoid'.

YOLANDA
"Obovoid', o-b-a-v-o0-i-d,
obovoi d.

PRI NCI PAL

No, sorry, nunber six.

But Cory hasn't won yet; he still nust spell the |ast
word correctly.

PRI NCI PAL
(continuing; to Cory)
Nunber three, 'Propinquity'.
Propinquity is a determ ning
factor in choosing a nate.

CORY
"Propinquity',
(faltering)
P-r-o0-p-

(to the Principal)
Coul d you pronounce it again,
pl ease?

PRI NCI PAL
(pronounci ng, slowy)
"Pro-pin-qui-ty'".

CORY
P-r-o-p-i-n-q-u-i-t-y,
propi nquity.



PRI NCI PAL
Correct. Nunber three, Cory
Magee, is the Horace Mann Juni or
Hi gh School chanpion speller.

The audi ence stands and appl auds.

Cory offers a conciliatory hand of congratulations to
Yol anda.

YCOLANDA
It doesn't matter. My dad took
that job and we'll be noving.

| couldn't go to Washi ngton
anyway. But good | uck, Cory.

CORY
Thanks. . .
(beat)
"1l mss you.
YOLANDA

"Il mss you too.
M ss Huxl ey and Momjoin Cory on the stage.

They are el at ed.

MOM
Ch, | amso proud of you, Cory.
| still can't believe those
words. How on earth did you do
it?

CORY

(nodest | y)

It was easy.

M SS HUXLEY
Let's not get too wapped up in
ourself. [It's not over, only

just begun. Now you have to
beat the rest of the city, and
don't forget... the other city
school s get nore funding for
education and have advanced
courses for gifted students.
Only one goes to Washi ngton.
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MOM

(huggi ng him
He can do it. He's ny hero.

CORY
| don't know.

M SS HUXLEY
Keep your eyes on the pri ze.
The five thousand dollars is
i nportant.

CORY
Maybe | was just lucky. Yol anda
is alot smarter than | am

M SS HUXLEY
Luck is just a word to describe
t he opportunity you nmake for
yoursel f by hard work and study.

MOM
It's all within you.
M SS HUXLEY
It al ways was and al ways w ||

be.

| NT. TENEMENT KI TCHEN - DAY - SATURDAY MORNI NG

Cory and Dwain are alone. Mmisn't honme fromwork at
t he usual tine.

Dwai n eats a doughnut.
Cory studies his word book.

DWAI N
Apparently, you're not as dunb
as you | ook, geek boy, but no
matter how smart you get, 1'll
al ways be smarter. Don't forget
it.

CORY
| wonder where Momis, she's
| at e.

Mom conmes in smling.
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CORY
(conti nui ng)
H, Mom why the big smle?

MOM
| just had a long talk with ny
Uni on representative. Qur Union
contract with the hospital has
a tuition refund plan for
enpl oyees who want to get ahead.
If | can get into a nursing
program all | have to do is
mai ntai n an average and the
hospital will refund the tuition

CORY
That's great, Mm

DWAI N
Yeah, that's great. \Were are
you going to get the noney in
the first place?

MOM
| don't know, maybe borrow it
froma bank. | can go to the

bank on Monday. OCh, |I'mso
excited | don't think I can

sl eep.
DWAI N
Vell, I can. | worked | ast
ni ght, too.
Dwai n | eaves the room
CORY
Wuld you like ne to fill the

tub, Mon? A nice hot bath m ght
hel p you rel ax.

MOM
That's so sweet, darlin', 1'd
love it.

Cory fills the tub in the bathroomoff the kitchen.

While the tub fills, we hear Mom (O. S.) hunm ng a happy
tune for the first tine.
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Cory busies hinself studying and feeding his pets.
CORY
Rat, r-a-t. The rat is man's
best friend.
The pets eat undi sturbed and uni npressed.
CORY
(conti nui ng)
At | east you coul d appl aud.
EXT. STREET OUTSI DE APARTMENT - DAY - A FEW DAYS LATER
On the way to the library, Cory stops at a GREEN
CGROCER S produce store.
EXT. GREEN GROCER STORE - DAY - CONTI NUOUS

He | ooks over sonme fl owers.

He picks up a bunch of nice | ooking roses and waves
them at the grocer.

CORY
How much for these old, wlted
roses?
The grocer grabs them out of his hand.
He | ooks them over cl osely.
GREEN GROCER
ad, what old, what wlted?
They're fresh today.

He puts them back in a plastic tub of water

CORY
They' ve been here since
Val entine's Day. |'ve been

wat chi ng.

The grocer points to a decorative holiday cal endar
hangi ng by the flower display.
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GREEN GROCER
Your girlfriend doesn't have a
calendar? You're going to give
her for Valentine's day? You're
| at e.

CORY
They're not for a girlfriend..
they're for someone speci al,
t hough. . .

He reaches into his pocket and pulls out two crunpl ed
one dollar bills.

CORY
(conti nui ng)
... GCkay, okay, | only have two
dollars |I've saved fromny |unch
money. Can we do busi ness?

GREEN GROCER
| know you. You're a good Kkid.

"1l tell you what. 1'Il give
you a nice bunch for two dollars.
(beat)

Her e.

He | ooks over his stock and picks out a very nice
arrangenent .

GREEN GROCER
(conti nui ng)
Not roses, but flowers. | have
too many anyway. Nobody buys
fl owers anynore.

Cory pays the grocer.
CORY
Maybe I'Il start a trend.
| NT. LIBRARY - MAI N READI NG ROOM - DAY - LATER

Cory enters. Mss Huxley is at the counter talking
w th Tom Wat son

He presents the flowers to Mss Huxley in the presence
of Wat son.



CORY
For you... for convincing the
School Board to participate in
the Bee. Wthout your help, |
couldn't have gotten to this

poi nt .

M SS HUXLEY
Thank you, Cory... but, | didn't
do it all by nyself. | had

support too, fromthe publisher
of the | ocal newspaper. He's
sponsoring the Spelling Bee.
Sone day you nmay want to thank
hi m

WATSON
Bringing ny girl flowers? You're
maki ng ne j eal ous.

CORY
Your girl? Yeah, sure.

WATSON
Seriously, we're really proud
of you, Cory. Wnning at a
school level is no easy feat.
How woul d you like a job working
for me?

CORY
No, thanks. | told you, | don't
want to be a newspaper boy.

WATSON
You've got a man sized attitude

for a thirteen year old. Just
what do you want to do?

CORY
| want to wite books, not
deliver them
| NT. CLASSROOM - DAY - A FEW DAYS LATER
For Cory it is study, study, study.

He is consuned to a distraction by his goal.



He constantly studies in class while the action goes

on around

The plass
cont i nues.

hi m

TEACHER
Cory, what's the answer to the
first math problemfrom| ast
ni ght's homewor k?

CORY
| don't know. | forgot it.

TEACHER
Forgot the answer, forgot your
homewor k at hone, or forgot to
do your honework?

CORY

Al l three.

| aughs continuously as this dial ogue
TEACHER

You're sure your dog didn't eat

it?
CORY

| don't have a dog.
SHAWN

(whi spering)

Tell himyour rat ate it.

TEACHER
Per haps you should invest in
one. Dogs | ove honework, you
know.

CORY
| didn't know t hat.

TEACHER
It's one of their favorite foods,
apparently.

CORY
|"msorry, | just forgot.
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TEACHER
There's nore to passing the
ei ghth grade than wi nning a
spel l'i ng bee, young man.

The class |aughs as the bell RINGS and class is
di sm ssed.
EXT. STREET OUTSI DE SCHOOL - DAY - LATER
Cory and Shawn are wal ki ng hone.
SHAWN
You shoul d have told himyour

rat ate your homework. You'd
be a | egend at Horace Mann Juni or

Hi gh.
CORY
(yel l'i ng)
| don't want to be a | egend,
Shawn, | want to win that

spel I'i ng bee.

The extent of Cory's comm tnent does not register with
Shawn.

SHAVWN
Wuldn't it be funny if you
went all the way to Washi ngton
and won the finals, and fl unked
t he ei ghth grade?
Shawn swi ngs his book bag and | aughs out | oud.
Cory i s unanused.
CORY
Yeah, hysterical.
| NT. LIBRARY - MAI N READI NG ROOM - DAY - LATER
Mss Huxley is testing Cory fromthe dictionary.
The stress is catching up with him

M SS HUXLEY
"Jal ousi e'.



She picks

CORY
Jal ousie, j-a-l-0-s-y.

M SS HUXLEY
No. "Cirrhosis'.

CORY
Cirrhosis, c-i-r-r-o-s-i-s.

M SS HUXLEY
No. 'Halcyon'.

CORY

Hal cyon, h-a-l-s-i-o0-n.

M SS HUXLEY
No, what's the nmatter with you
today? You're not getting
anyt hing right.

CORY
|"ve never heard these words
before. They don't nean
anyt hi ng.

M SS HUXLEY
Well then, |ook themup. Every
word in the dictionary is fair
gane, not just those in the

word book. You still have a
few weeks before the city-w de
bee.

CORY

They' re stupid words.

M SS HUXLEY
And this is comng fromthe boy
who wants to be a witer? What
ki nd of books are you going to
wite? Ones with easy words,
only words that you can spel
wi t hout having to | ook them up?

up a returned children's book fromthe cart.

M SS HUXLEY
(conti nui ng)
Ch, here's an easy one.
( MORE)
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M SS HUXLEY (cont'd)
(reads)
"Run, Spot, run. See Spot run."

Cory turns red with enbarrassnent.

M SS HUXLEY
(conti nui ng)
| think you better take that
job with Mster Watson delivering
newspapers, because that's the
best you're ever going to do.

Cory storns out of the library once again.

| NT. BANK - LOAN OFFI CE - DAY
Cory's Momsits across the desk froma | oan officer

He shakes his head di sapprovingly as he reviews her
| oan applicati on.

She sits with her hands folded in her lap twisting a
handker chi ef nervously.

He holds up his hands, lip syncing 'I"'msorry," (MQOS.)

| NT. TENEMENT Kl TCHEN - DAY - LATER
At home Cory finds his nother dejected.
She sits at the table with her head in her hands.

CORY
VWat's the matter, Monf?

MOM
The bank won't | end ne the noney
because | don't nmake enough to
pay back the loan if | don't
get passing grades and the
tuition refund.

CORY
(to hinself)
Yeah, just when you think you're
out of the quicksand...
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| NT. TENEMENT KI TCHEN - EVEN NG

Cory studies in front of the television, studying the
word book in its flickering |ight.

He watches as he studies; studies as he watches.

He huns along with the theme MJSIC fromthe notion
pi cture, "Rocky".

The di al ogue fromthe filmdoes not seemto interfere
Wi th his studying.

He stops and | ooks intently at the TV as we hear Rocky
say:

ROCKY (O S.)
| just want to go the distance
and prove that |'m not just
anot her bumfromthe
nei ghbor hood.

Cory is contenpl ati ve.

| NT. TENEMENT KI TCHEN - EVENI NG - LATER

Momis getting ready to go to work. The "Rocky" novie
is ending as the Eleven o' cl ock news cones on.

TV ANCHOR (O S.)
Qur lead story tonight is about
the fire bonbing of a | ocal
church hall being used as a
drug rehabilitation and anti -
drug education center.

MOM
Ch, ny goodness, that's our
chur ch.

Mom sits down next to Cory and watches the TV as the
story unfol ds.

| NSERT - CLOSE-UP OF THE TV



TV ANCHOR
W have with us the Reverend
Hawki ns, director of the anti-
drug program
(to the Reverend)
Reverend, what are your plans
for the future of your progranf?

HAVKI NS
We're not giving up in our war
on drugs. These buns can break
our wi ndows, but they can't
break our spirit.

As the reporter interviews Reverend Hawkins,
the fire are shown.

HAWKINS (O C.)
(conti nui ng)

We are nore resolved now t han
ever. We know now that we're
hurting them W' re hitting
t hem where they feel it nost.
VWhat we're doing is right.
We're going to win this fight.
Not hi ng can stop us.

TV ANCHOR
Thank you, Reverend.
(to audi ence)
More | ater as we continue our
coverage at the scene.

BACK TO SCENE

MOM
Turn that off. | can't watch
it anynore.
Cory turns off the TV.
MOM

(conti nui ng)
What ki nd of npbnster could do
such a thing?

Cory remains silent.

scenes of
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MOM
(conti nui ng)
Where' s Dwai n?

CORY
| don't know, Mom Maybe he's
wor ki ng | ate.

Mom puts on her coat and begins to | eave for work.

MOM
"1l be home late nyself. |'m
goi ng over to the Community
College in the norning to see
about registration and howto
pay the tuition. | have to do
sonet hi ng.

Monents after she | eaves, Dwain cones in through the
kitchen w ndow.

He is in a state of panic.

CORY
What's the natter now?
(beat)
Phew  You snell |ike snoke.

DWAI N
| was trying to put out a fire.

CORY
Since when are you a fireman?

DWAI N
Since tonight, and it's going
to be the last night, too.

CORY
That's interesting. There was
a story on the news about a
fire. Some punks burning down
a church

Cory turns on the TV.

CORY
(conti nui ng)
Let's see if there's anything
new.
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The news about the church fire is being updated by the
anchor - per son.

| NSERT - THE TV NEWSCAST

TV ANCHOR
We have just learned that City
Pol i ce have a suspect in
cust ody. . .

The TV shows a video of Kool in handcuffs being put in
a police car.

TV ANCHOR (O C.)
(conti nui ng)
and they are | ooking for an
acconpl i ce.

BACK TO SCENE

Cory says nothing. He just |ooks at Dwain, who says
not hi ng.

TV ANCHOR (0. S.)
More arrests are expect ed.

Cory turns off the television.

There is a KNOCK on the door, followed by a famliar
voi ce.

POLI CEMAN (O S.)
This is the Police, Dwain, open
up.

CORY
(to Dwai n)
Better get your toothbrush.
| NT. POLI CE STATI ON - PROCESSI NG DESK - NI GHT - LATER

The police station is very busy.

Det ectives are booking various types of hoodl unms, male
and fenal e.

Cory weaves his way through the human detritus to the
Desk Sergeant.



The Sergeant greets himw th a supercilious sneer.

SERGEANT
And how can | hel p you, young
man?

CORY

You have a Dwai n Magee here.
CORY'S P.O V. - DWMAIN
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Cory can see through a glass partition into an adj acent

room

Dwain is being fingerprinted and processed.

BACK TO SCENE

CORY

(poi nti ng)
|"ve come to get him

SERGEANT
And you are...?

CORY
Hi s brother.
(then hastens to add)
Al though | hardly know him
it's just that we have the sane
not her .

SERGEANT
Sounds |i ke an acci dent.

CORY
Yeah, that's it, an acci dent.

SERGEANT
Got five big ones?

CORY
| don't have a big anything,
what's five big ones?

SERGEANT
Bai |, buddy boy, bail.
( MORE)



87.

SERGEANT (cont' d)
The judge wi Il probably be
| ooking for five thousand doll ars
in bail noney.

CORY
Oh boy. ..
(beat)
How about if you release himin
my custody?

The Sergeant bursts into genuine hysterical |aughter.

SERGEANT
(to the other police)
Hey, guys, did you hear that?
The little nman here wants us to
rel ease the arsonist into his
cust ody.

The entire station house bursts into | aughter.
SERGEANT
(continuing; referring
to Kool)
Hey, kid, do you want himin
your custody, too?

The Sergeant points at Kool who is al so being
fingerprinted in an adjacent room

CORY'S P.O V. - KOCOL

Kool flashes a big grin and makes a threatening gesture
at Cory, like he has a gun.

He ains it at himand pulls the trigger.

BACK TO SCENE
CORY
No, you can keep him
| NT. TENEMENT KI TCHEN - DAY - THE FOLLOW NG DAY
Cory studies fromhis word book at the kitchen table

| ater that norning as Mom conmes hone bursting with
ent husi asm



She is floating on air. She is ecstatic.
She hums a song full of Spring.

MOM
Oh, | feel so good. Things are
finally going our way.

She throws her arns over her head and whirls around
t he kitchen.

Cory has never seen her quite like this.

MOM
(conti nui ng)
| had an interview with the
adm ssions office and | think
"1l be accepted in the nursing
pr ogr am

She fol ds her hands across her chest and renders a
silent prayer.

MOM
(conti nui ng)
They're not even worried about
my high school. dory,
Hal | el uj ah!
(pause)
Were's Dwai n?

CORY
Remember that fire at the church
| ast night?

MOM
Ch, no....

CORY
Apparently, Dwain was connected
wth it sonmehow. ..

MOM
Ch, no...

CORY
... I"'mnot exactly sure how,
maybe it's a m stake. He was
seen at the fire..
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MOM
no, no...

CORY
... but that's because he was
trying to put it out.
Mom col | apses on the couch.

She throws her head back and runs her fingers through
her hair, pulling her face taught.

After a nonent, she regains her conposure.

MOM
| wonder if they'll release him
into ny custody agai n?

CORY
Bail's five thousand doll ars,
Mom

MOM
Oh, Lordy, Lordy... | don't
have that kind of noney. \Were
are we going to get it? | can

barely nmake ends neet as it
is... and now Dwai n's probably
going to |l ose his job washing

cars, too.
CORY
(to hinself)
Pr obabl y.

Momis in control of her enotions again.
MOM
Vell, | guess he'll sit where

he is until the justice process
runs its course.

| NT. POLI CE STATION - HOLDI NG CELL - DAY - LATER

Cory is visiting Dwain.
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DWAI N
Mom s al ready been here and
brought nme the bad news. |
guess it's up to you now, little
br ot her.

CORY
What do you nean, up to ne?

DWAI N
| need you to win that prize
nmoney and get nme out of here.

CORY
Forget it! | need that noney
for college. You should have
known better. |'mnot supporting

your lifestyle. Besides isn't
t hat what dealers are for, to
bail their nmules out of jail?

DWAI N
Hey, you |earn by your m stakes.

CORY
What did you | earn?

DWAI N
| |earned not to nmake any
m stakes. Next tinme | won't.

CORY
You just don't get it, do you
Dwai n?

DWAI N
CGet what ?

CORY

| used to feel sorry for you
| thought you were just dunb
and |lazy, but you are fatally
st upi d.

DWAI N
Hey, man, a little respect.

CORY
Earn it!
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EXT. STREET OUTSI DE SCHOOL - DAY - A FEW DAYS LATER
Cory and Shawn are on the way hone after school.
They traverse the scenes of urban desol ation.

Homes and busi nesses | ook |i ke they've been bonbed
out.

Few are nore than shells.

The scene resenbl es the | andscape of an abandoned
civilization.

There is a LOUD REPORT, |ike that of a car backfiring,
or gunfire.

The boys instinctively duck and | ook around to see
what happened.

CORY
s this what | have to | ook
forward to for the rest of ny
life?

He steps aside the dried and frozen carcass of a dead
pi geon.

CORY
(conti nui ng)
|"ve got to get out of here.

SHAWN
Vell, at least | can play
basket bal | .

He kicks the pigeon into the street.

SHAWN
(conti nui ng)
| wish | had an answer for you.

A feral cat |eaps from behind a garbage can, grabs the
carcass and di sappears down an all ey.

CORY
"1l know tonmorrow. That's the
city spelling chanpionship.



| NT. TENEMENT KI TCHEN - EVEN NG
It is the night before the cityw de spelling bee.
Momis on her way to worKk.

MOM

If I don't see you in the norning
before you |l eave, darlin', good

| uck.
CORY
Thanks, Mom
MOM
| don't know how we'll get to

Washi ngton even if you w n,
don't have noney like that. |
t hought naybe | could use the
nmoney | borrow for coll ege, but
| don't know...

CORY
Don't worry about it, Mm it
doesn't matter. |I'mgoing to
W n anyway.

| NT. LI BRARY - MAI N READI NG ROOM - FOLLOW NG DAY

M SS HUXLEY
| have good feelings about this,
Cory. You are going to win, |
just know it.

CORY
| feel alnobst euphoric, e-u-p-h-
o-r-i-c, euphoric.

M SS HUXLEY
You wll doit.

She gives hima big hug and Cory is off to the City
finals.
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EXT. STREETS THROUGH THE CI TY - DAY

On the way to the bus, Cory is accosted by sone of the
ol der boys from school

The bullies who ridicule and jostle him

CLDER BOY#1
If it ain't the little genius.

OLDER BOY#2

Yeah, the dictionary boy,
Mar i anne Webst er.

One of the bullies takes his word book and throws it
t o anot her.

They play "keep away" as Cory tries to get it back.
The bullies just |augh and tease him

OLDER BOY#1
Want your book back, Marianne?

He holds it over his head.
Cory junps for it but cannot reach it.

OLDER BOY#1
(conti nui ng)
VWhat's the matter, Shorty, can't

j unp?
He throws it to one of the others.
Cory stops playing their gane and wat ches.

Their ent husi asm wanes when they realize the bullying
isn't working.

Anot her hol ds the book under Cory's nose, but he doesn't
go for it.

OLDER BOY#2
VWat's the matter, Mari anne,
out of breath?

Cory stares at themsilently.



They' re not having fun anynore.
They | ook stupid just standing there.
The bus pulls up and stops.
The door opens and Cory junps in.
He yells over his shoul der as the door closes.
CORY
Keep it, you jerks, you m ght
| earn sonet hi ng.

I NT. TRAVELI NG THE CI TY BUS - DAY - CONTI NUOUS

The bus takes Cory fromone end of the city to the
ot her .

He goes fromthe bonbed out inner city where he |ives,
CORY'S P.OV. - THE BUS TRI P

SERI ES OF SHOTS

A. through transitional neighborhoods,

B. with stores that are actually open and doi ng
busi ness.

C. He sees increasing econom c pron se as

D. he goes through a gray and desol ate | andscape
E. to the suburbs

F. with their ranch hones and garden apartnents,
G acivilization overflowing with color.

SERI ES OF SHOTS ENDS

BACK TO SCENE
The expression on Cory's face is one of awe.

He has never been to this part of the city before.



EXT. JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTRAL HI GH SCHOOL - DAY -
ESTABLI SHI NG

The bus approaches the site of the spelling bee.

INT. ON THE CITY BUS - DAY - CONTI NUOUS
As the bus slows to a stop, Cory asks the driver,

CORY
Are you sure this is the place?

DRI VER
This is it.
EXT. JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTRAL H GH SCHOOL - DAY -
CONTI NUQUS
Cory gets off the bus in front of the school.
The bus drives off, |leaving himthere.
He is alone in a strange | and.
CORY' S P.O V. - THE SCHOOL

It is a beautiful high school canpus.

The school is not enclosed with eight foot chain Iink

f enci ng.

The front and sides are neticul ously | andscaped,

surrounded wth grass, trees and decorative shrubbery.

95.

The perineter streets and sidewal ks are free of litter.

There are no abandoned junk cars in sight.

In the rear of the school is a parking lot full of

newer nodel cars.

BACK TO SCENE

Cory follows the walk into the main building.
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| NT. JFK SCHOCL HALLWAY - DAY - CONTI NUOUS
The hall is lined with tables.
CONTESTANTS fill the hall.
Behind the tables are school officials.

Each table has a piece of paper taped to it with the
| ast letters of each contestant's nane on it.

Cory goes to the one marked "L to S" and registers.

He is given his hang tag wth his nanme and school on
it.

He and the other contestants are directed to the
audi torium stage by a MONI TOR as they pass through.

MONI TOR
Leave your word study books and
all other study materials with
me before you go in.

CORY
| don't have ny word study book.

CONSTESTANT
Man, you nust be confident.

CORY
| cane to spell. Let's spell!
| NT. JFK AUDI TORI UM - DAY - LATER
The Bee takes place in a |large auditorium

Cory and approximately forty other Contestants sit in
chairs on stage and are called one by one in rotation.

As each spells a word correctly, the QUESTI ONER goes
to the next.

Those who spell a word incorrectly are elim nated.
QUESTI ONER

Nunmber 36, ' Stroganoff.' W had
beef 'stroganoff' for dinner.
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CONTESTANT #36
" Stroganoff,' s-t-r-o0-g-g-a-n-o-
f, 'stroganoff'.

QUESTI ONER
W ong.

Cont est ant Nunber 36 | eaves the stage.
Cory is next in line.

QUESTI ONER
(conti nui ng)
Nunber 37, 'lepidopterist'.
Butterfly collecting is the
hobby of the 'l epidopterist'.

CORY
" Lepi dopterist', |-e-p-i-d-o-p-
t-e-r-i-s-t, |lepidopterist.
QUESTI ONER
Correct. Nunber 38,
‘rotisserie'. Use of a
"rotisserie' guarantees even

cooki ng.

CONTESTANT #38
"Rotisserie', r-o-t-i-s-s-e-r-
y, 'rotisserie'.

QUESTI ONER
W ong.

Cont est ant Nunber 38 | eaves the stage.
QUESTI ONER
(conti nui ng)
Cont estant #39, 'num smatist’'.
A "num smatist' collects noney.

MONTAGE

The bee continues (MO S.) with a series of | NTERCUTS
bet ween the participants and the audi ence.

Hopeful contestants wi nce in agony as they spell.

They hang their heads as they are elimnated and | eave
t he st age.
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They breathe deep sighs of relief as they succeed in
spelling and return to their seats to await the next
round of words.

The nmenbers of the audience smle and | augh with the
successful spellers.

They shake their heads in synpathy with the
di sappoi nted cont est ants.

They appl aud as each contestant is reached in turn.

They emt sighs and gasps as the skill of the students
astounds and i npresses them

One by one the contestants are elimnated until only
Cory and one ot her renain.

MONTAGE AND | NTERCUTS END

QUESTI ONER
(conti nui ng)
Nunber 37, 'gingivitis'.
Gngivitis is a painful infection
of the nouth.

CORY
"Gngivitis', g-i-n-g-i-v-i-t-i-
S, 'gingivitis'.

QUESTI ONER
Correct.

The audi ence appl auds ent husi astically.

QUESTI ONER
(conti nui ng)
Nunmber 26. 'Vertebrate'. The
human being is a 'vertebrate'

CONTESTANT #26
"Vertebrate', v-e-r-t-a-b-r-a-t-
e', 'vertebrate'.

QUESTI ONER
Wong, but congratul ations on a
good perfornmance.

The audi ence shows its appreciation with a | ong appl ause
for the runner-up.



QUESTI ONER
(conti nui ng)
Cont est ant Nunmber 37 still nust

spell the last word correctly

or Nunber 26 gets another try.
(to Cory)

"I mpenetrable'. The hardness

of a coconut shell makes it

al nost 'inpenetrable'.

CORY
"I nmpenetrable', i-mp-e-n-e-t-r-
a-b-1-e, "inpenetrable'.

QUESTI ONER

Correct and congratul ati ons,
Cory Magee, an ei ghth grader
from Horace Mann Juni or High
School. You are the chanpion
speller of the city schools.

The audi ence stands and appl auds.

The runner up joins Cory on stage and congratul ates
hi m

CONTESTANT #26
| heard that your word book was
stolen. You can use mne to
study for the finals if you
want .

CORY
Thanks, but the way it | ooks |
m ght not be goi ng.
| NT. KITCHEN - DAY - LATER
Cory opens a letter and reads it to hinself.

| NSERT - THE LETTER

That is handwitten, and reads,
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DWAIN (V. Q)
Yo, Bro',.... Hope you wn the
bee. ... Say, maybe you can

help nme get ny GED while |I'm
penned up in here. Not much

else to do.... Then soneday |
m ght be as smart as ny little
brother.... Cool, man....

Dwai n.

BACK TO SCENE
CORY
(to hinself)
Rehabilitation, r-e-h-a-b..

DI SSCLVE TO

| NT. LI BRARY - MAI N READI NG ROOM - FOLLOW NG DAY

Mss Huxley is smling as Cory wal ks in.

CORY
There's good news and bad news.
M SS HUXLEY
First the good news.
CORY
| won
M SS HUXLEY

And t he bad news?

CORY
| wanted to win the prize noney,
not for nyself, but for nmy Mom

M SS HUXLEY
So, what's the bad news?

CORY
We don't have the noney to go
to Washington. | don't have a
chance.
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M SS HUXLEY
Oh, Cory, the sponsoring
newspaper pays the way for both
you and your Mom for the whole

week.
CORY
What ?
M SS HUXLEY
Didn't anyone tell you? | didn't
tell you?
CORY

If you did, | forgot.
M SS HUXLEY

It's all free! You won it, and

you deserve it.
The nei ghbor hood beat policeman cones in.
Cory sees himand busies hinself in the dictionary.
CORY'S P.OV. - MSS HUXLEY AND THE POLI CEMAN
The policeman speaks with M ss Huxl ey.

He points to Cory as they speak.

She sni|l es and nods her head.

BACK TO SCENE
Cory pretends he doesn't see them
The policeman conmes over nenaci ngly.
POLI CEMAN
My sister tells nme that you're
goi ng to Washi ngt on

Cory | ooks back and forth between M ss Huxley and the
pol i ceman.

M ss Huxley smles and nods.

He is surprised and confused.
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POLI CEMAN
(conti nui ng)
She al ways said you were a good
kid... and she's a good judge
of character.
(he smles)
" m | ooking out for you. Good
| uck.
EXT. WASHI NGTON, D.C. - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG

VWhat follows is a tour of Washington fromthe air and
t he ground.

SERI ES OF SHOTS

The Capi tol Buil ding,

The Lincoln nenorial and the

Washi ngt on Monunent with the

Ref |l ecti ng pool between them and

The Jefferson Menorial along the Potonac,
The Pent agon,

The Sm t hsoni an, and

I 6 m m o O W »

The Wi te House.
SERI ES OF SHOTS END

| NT. TOUR BUS - DAY - LATER
A HOSTESS boards a busload of KIDS with their ESCORTS.
Cory and his Mom are anong them

HOSTESS
Wel cone, contestants and escorts
to our Nation's Capitol. W
hope you're going to have a
week of fun seeing the sights
and learning a little bit of
history at the sane tine.

( MORE)
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HOSTESS (cont ' d)
(pause)
Today and tonorrow, it's
si ght seei ng.

CORY
(to his Mom
| hope we get a tour of the
Wi t e House.
MOM

Why the Wiite House?

CORY
" m planning for the future.

MOM
| hope you're not disappointed
if you don't win, darlin'.

CORY
| just want to go the distance.

HOSTESS
Wednesday and Thursday it's the
spel ling bee. Friday night
you're all invited to the awards
banquet. Saturday, you go hone.
But, renmenber, no natter what
happens, you're already w nners!
Enj oy yoursel ves.

The busl oad of kids and escorts appl aud.

EXT. WASHI NGTON - TRAVELI NG THE TOUR BUS - DAY -

CONTI NUQUS

The kids enjoy sightseeing all the nonunents and ot her
points of interest, the National Archives, the

Sm t hsoni an, the Treasury, the Pentagon, acconpani ed
by comments (MO S.) fromthe Hostess.

EXT. WASHI NGTON - THE WHI TE HOUSE - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG

The bus di scharges Cory, his Momand the others in the
parking lot for a guided tour of the Wite House.
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I NT. THE WHI TE HOUSE - DAY - CONTI NUOUS

The group tours the public area as a TOUR GUI DE provi des
a narrative. The first stop is the Oval office.

TOUR GUI DE
The Oval Ofice is where the
Presi dent transacts the business
of the United States. This is
where he greets foreign
dignitaries and nakes the
deci sions that affect the entire
worl d. President Kennedy's
children used to visit their
father and play with him here.

The tour continues (MO S.) through the Blue Room the
Red Room the Green Roomto Lincoln's Bedroom

HOSTESS
This is where President Lincoln
slept. Sone |ucky friends of
the current President get to
sl eep here as guests. President
Lincoln's son, Tad, used to
|l ove to junp on the bed.

CORY
(to Mom
You never |let ne junp on the
bed.

EXT. WASH NGTON - THE CAPI TCL BUI LDI NG - DAY -
ESTABLI SHI NG

I NT. THE CAPI TOL - DAY - CONTI NUOUS

The group stands around another TOUR GUI DE in the
Capi t ol Rot unda.

TOUR GUI DE#2
The United States Capitol is
the nost inportant architectural
synbol of free governnent in
the world. It was burned during
the War of 1812 and rebuilt.

( MORE)
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TOUR GUI DE#2 (cont'd)
It houses both of the Legislative
branches of governnent as well
as a rich and extensive
collection of art.

CORY'S P.O V. - THE ROTUNDA

Cory views the scene as it is described by the Tour
Qui de.

TOUR GUIDE#2 (O. S.)

(conti nui ng)
We are standing in the Rotunda,
a circular cerenonial area that
serves as a view ng place for
deceased heads of state and as
a gallery of painting and
scul pture. As you | ook around
you can see the history of our
country in art.

BACK TO SCENE

TOUR GUI DE#2
W have between three and five

mllion visitors each year.
That's a lot of people, isn't
it?

The group nurnmurs (AD LIB) in agreenent.
GROUP

OChhh, aah, oooh, etc.
EXT. WASHI NGTON - TRAVELI NG THE TOUR BUS - DAY -
CONTI NUQUS
The group proceeds past the Washi ngton Monunent to the
Li ncol n Menori al .
EXT. WASHI NGTON - THE LI NCOLN MEMORI AL - DAY -
CONTI NUQUS

The group wal ks up the long steps to the inpressive
scul pture of Lincoln.
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Cory and his Momstand in awe as LINCOLN delivers his
Cettysburg Address.

CORY'S P.O V. - LINCCLN

LI NCCLN (V. Q)
Fourscore and seven years ago,
our fathers brought forth upon
this continent a new nation,
conceived in liberty and
dedi cated to the proposition
that all nmen are created equal...

BACK TO SCENE

Cory's Mom hugs himtight.

MONTAGE BEG NS W TH SERI ES OF | NTERCUTS OF FLASHBACKS
TO EARLI ER SCENES

EXT. STREETS THROUGH THE CI TY - DAY - CONTI NUQUS

Cory and Shawn wal k the streets through various scenes
of the inner city decay.

LI NCOLN (V. Q)
Now we are engaged in a great
civil war, testing whether that
nation, or any nation...

EXT. SCHOOLYARD - DAY - CONTI NUOUS
The school yard scene before classes begin.
LI NCOLN (V. Q.)
... SO conceived and so
dedi cated, . ..
| NT. TENEMENT KI TCHEN - NI GHT - CONTI NUOUS
On television, the church is engul fed by flanes.

LI NCOLN (V. Q.)
can | ong endure.

MONTAGE ENDS
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BACK TO SCENE
Cory and his Mom stand nesneri zed.

DI SSCLVE TO

I NT. NATI ONAL ARCHI VES - DAY - CONTI NUQUS

Anot her TOUR GUI DE takes the group through the Nati onal
Ar chi ves.

TOUR GUI DE#3
The National Archives house
every inportant docunent in our
nation's history, including the
Decl arati on of | ndependence and
our Constitution. Over here,

(1 ndi cating)

under protective, bullet proof
glass, is the Constitution.

Cory reads it to hinmself as the Tour Cuide continues
(MOS.).
CORY
We, the People of the United

States, ...

A hand taps Cory on the shoulder. He stops reading
and turns to see...

CORY'S P.O V. - YCOLANDA

Yol anda!
YOLANDA
Sur pri se!
BACK TO SCENE
CORY
Yaaaaaaaaaaaaaaah!

Cory startles the entire gathering.

Everyone stops tal king and watches the scene between
Cory and Yol anda.
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YOLANDA
H, Cory.

CORY
Yaaaaaaaaaaaaaaah!

MOM
Cory, Good Lord, what's the
matt er?

Cory rubs his eyes in disbelief.

CORY
" m hal | uci nati ng!

MOM
It's only Yol anda.

CORY
Yol anda? Here in Washi ngton?
(to Yol anda)
VWhat are you doi ng here?

YOLANDA
Well, when | noved, | enrolled
in ny new school just in tine
to be eligible for its spelling
bee, and since | had done al
the studying, | figured, why

not? And | won! Isn't that
great?
CORY
Yeah, great.
(beat)
Just great!

DI SSCLVE TQO

I NT. HOST HOTEL GRAND BALLROOM - DAY - SECOND DAY OF
THE ALL AMERI CA SPELLI NG BEE

Cory and Yol anda sit on the stage in tiers with
approxi mately one hundred ot her contestants.

They each have their nunbers, their city and their
school printed on a 1' by 2' card hanging around their
necks.
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Escorts and the general public sit in the audience.

The MASTER HOST and PROCTCOR of the Bee raps a gavel,

calling the cromd to attention.

PROCTOR

Good norning, everyone. W are

about to begin the second day
of the All Anerica Spelling
Bee. The one hundred or so
contestants remai ning have
survived the first day of
conpetition from anong an
original group of over two
hundr ed.

Proud parents nod acknow edgenent and approval

polite appl ause.

PROCTOR
(conti nui ng)
W remnd you all, that each
one of these finalists is a
winner. Al wll receive a

cash prize at tonorrow night's
awar ds banquet and all their
escorts are invited.

(to the contestants)
Ready, everyone?

W th

There is a general fidgeting anong the contestants.

PROCTOR
(conti nui ng)
Then | et us begin.

MONTAGE BEG NS

The spelling continues (MO S.) in a series of

bet ween the audi ence and the contestants,
Wth each contestant rising,

Spel ling, and either

Sitting back down, or

Retiring backstage for m sspelling.

| NTERCUTS
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The faces of the escorts mrror the faces of their
proteges with relief and di sappoi nt ment.

Cory and Yol anda are anong the ten surviving finalists.
MONTAGE ENDS

PROCTOR
(conti nui ng)
Cont est ant nunber ni nety-eight.
(Cory stands)
"Terrazzo'. The floor was nade
of terrazzo tiles.

CORY
"Terrazzo'. T-e-r-r-a-z-o,
terrazzo.

PROCTOR
No. | ncorrect.

Cory slunps backstage, rips off his hang tag and throws
it in the trash

PROCTOR
(conti nui ng)
Cont est ant nunber thirty-two.
(Yol anda st ands)
"Heifer' A young female calf is

a heifer.
YCOLANDA

"Hei fer'. Hi-e-f-e-r, heifer.
PROCTOR

No. | ncorrect. Cont est ant one

hundr ed si x.

The spelling continues (MO S.) as Yol anda joins Cory
backst age.

YCOLANDA
Too bad, Cory. | was hoping
you'd w n.

CORY

Thanks. So was |.
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YCOLANDA
| don't really need the noney.
My dad's new job has a great
col l ege savings plan, so I'm
not worried about going to..

(pause)
Oh, I'msorry...

(beat)
... | always say the wrong
thing... | didn't nmean it...

the way it sounded.

CORY
| know. It doesn't matter
anynore. \Wat does any of it
matter anyway? All that work,
for what? |'Il never get out
of the 'hood.

Cory's Mom cones backstage and gives hima big consoling
and reassuring hug.

MOM
| am so proud of you
(to Yol anda)

Bot h of you.

CORY
| didn't win the five thousand
dollars, Mom Al | get is a

hundred dol | ars.

MOM
You did your best. That's al
anyone can do is their best.

CORY
| wanted that prize noney for
you, so you could go to nursing

school
MOM
Ch, you are so sweet. But
m ght not need it. | found out

that the college has a revol ving
| oan fund. Any student can get
a tuition loan. Al nobst no
guestions asked.
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CORY
Wowi

MOM
You can start your own coll ege
savi ngs account. | can take

out a loan for ny tuition and
repay it when the hospital
refunds it to ne.

(beat)
| only hope | pass all ny
cour ses.
CORY
You will. 1'"Il help you. I'Il

make sure you do your honework.

MOM
| think | can do it.

CORY
| know you can do it, because
you're ny Mom
M ss Huxl ey and M ster WAtson appear on the scene.

Cory is surprised and confused.

CORY
(conti nui ng)
H . \What are you doi ng here?
M SS HUXLEY

The owner of the paper that
sponsored you sent us down to
see how you did, and the owner
is pretty inpressed.

CORY
(1 ooki ng around)
Where is he?

WATSON
You're | ooking at him

CORY
Duh!
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WATSON
You know, Cory, | need bright
young people in ny business in
order to grow. There's no free
ride, no handout, but plenty of
satisfying work. This sunmer
you'll be fourteen. If you
want, 1'Il help you get your
wor ki ng papers. You can start
as a copy boy, and yes, maybe
del i ver sone papers and books
when we're short of help. If
t he owner and publisher can do
it, a copy boy can.

CORY
Yes, | suppose so.

WATSON
| could also use a sportswiter
sonmeone to cover city schoo
athletics froma teen point of
view. Maybe soneone really

good at basketball. Know anyone?
CORY

| sure do.
WATSON

The paper has a schol arship
plan for its enpl oyees too.
Anyone who qualifies can go to
coll ege. Not a bad deal

CORY
Wowi
WATSON
(offering his hand)
Deal ?
CORY
Deal !
They shakes hands.
WATSON

But | warn you, you have to
make a comm tnment to yourself.
( MORE)
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WATSON (cont' d)
Nothing in this life conmes easy.
The work and study is never
over. There's no finish |ine.
| f you cone to work for ne,
"'l make you a success whet her
you like it or not. | prom se.

CORY
| can do it.
| NT. TOUR BUS - DAY

The contestants and their escorts are all packed and
| eavi ng Washi ngt on.

The Hostess waves goodbye to Cory's bus as it pulls
away fromthe Host Hotel.

CORY
| hope we go past the Wite
House on the way to the airport.

MOM
Why ?

CORY
| just want another |ook at it.
EXT. WASHI NGTON - TRAVELI NG ON THE TOUR BUS - DAY -
CONTI NUQUS
The bus passes all the nonunents again as it heads

al ong the Potomac River for the airport.

As we pass the Wite House,

I NT. WASHI NGTON - THE WHI TE HOUSE - DAY - CONTI NUQUS
MONTAGE OF FANTASY SHOTS BEQ NS
Cory fantasi zes:

Sitting behind the desk in the Oval Ofice, signing
bills into | aw,
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Entertaining guests at a formal dinner,
Greeting Heads of State in the Rose Garden

Leadi ng kids on an Easter Egg hunt on the Wite House
[ awn, and

Junpi ng on Lincoln' s bed.

MONTAGE ENDS

EXT./INT. TOUR BUS - CORY'S WNDOW - DAY - CONTI NUQUS
As the bus passes the Wite House,

We see its reflection in the bus wi ndow and t hrough
t he wi ndow,

There is a big smle on Cory's face as we

FADE QOUT:

THE END



	1	INT.  TENEMENT KITCHEN - DAY - DECEMBER
	2	EXT.  STREET OUTSIDE APARTMENT - DAY
	3	EXT.  HORACE MANN JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL - DAY - ESTABLISHING
	3	EXT.  HORACE MANN JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL - DAY - ESTABLISHING
	4	INT.  SCHOOL HALL - DAY
	5	INT.  CLASSROOM - DAY - CONTINUOUS
	6	INT. SCHOOL HALL - DAY
	7	INT. SCHOOL - BOY'S TOILET - DAY
	8	INT. SCHOOL HALL - DAY
	9	INT. SCHOOL CAFETERIA - DAY
	10	INT. SCHOOL GYMNASIUM - DAY - LATER
	11	EXT. STREET OUTSIDE SCHOOL - DAY - LATER
	12	EXT. STREETS THROUGH THE CITY - DAY
	13	EXT. VACANT LOT - DAY
	14	BACK TO SCENE
	15	BACK TO SCENE
	16	EXT. STREETS THROUGH THE CITY - DAY - CONTINUOUS
	17	INT. LIBRARY - MAIN READING ROOM - DAY
	18	BACK TO SCENE
	19	BACK TO SCENE
	20	INT. LIBRARY - MAIN READING ROOM - DAY - LATER
	21	SERIES OF SHOTS
	22	INT. CLASSROOM - DAY
	23	INT. SCHOOL HALL - DAY - MOMENTS LATER
	24	INT. BOARD OF EDUCATION - MEETING ROOM - DAY - A WEEK LATER
	24	INT. BOARD OF EDUCATION - MEETING ROOM - DAY - A WEEK LATER
	25	INT. BOARD OF EDUCATION - HALL - MOMENTS LATER
	26	INT. LIBRARY - MAIN READING ROOM - DAY
	27	INT. TENEMENT KITCHEN - DAY
	28	EXT. VACANT LOT - NIGHT - LATER
	29	EXT. ALLEY BETWEEN BUILDINGS NEAR THE VACANT LOT - NIGHT - MOMENTS LATER
	29	EXT. ALLEY BETWEEN BUILDINGS NEAR THE VACANT LOT - NIGHT - MOMENTS LATER
	30	BACK TO SCENE
	31	EXT. VACANT LOT - NIGHT - CONTINUOUS
	32	EXT. ALLEY BETWEEN BUILDINGS NEAR THE VACANT LOT - NIGHT - CONTINUOUS
	32	EXT. ALLEY BETWEEN BUILDINGS NEAR THE VACANT LOT - NIGHT - CONTINUOUS
	33	INT. TENEMENT KITCHEN - THE FOLLOWING DAY
	34	INT. BOARD OF EDUCATION - MEETING ROOM - DAY
	35	INT. TENEMENT KITCHEN - DAY
	36	INT. SCHOOL CAFETERIA - DAY - A FEW DAYS LATER
	37	INT. CLASSROOM - DAY - A FEW DAYS LATER
	38	INT. SCHOOL HALL - DAY - MOMENTS LATER
	39	EXT. SCHOOLYARD - DAY - LATER
	40	INT. LIBRARY - MAIN READING ROOM - DAY - LATER
	41	EXT. STREET OUTSIDE APARTMENT - DAY - LATER
	42	INT. TENEMENT KITCHEN - DAY - LATER
	43	INT. LIBRARY - MAIN READING ROOM - FOLLOWING DAY
	44	INT. TENEMENT KITCHEN - EVENING
	45	BACK TO SCENE
	46	INT. POLICE STATION - HOLDING CELL - NIGHT - LATER
	47	INT. POLICE STATION - PROCESSING DESK - NIGHT - LATER
	48	INT. TENEMENT KITCHEN - NIGHT - LATER
	49	SERIES OF SHOTS (M.O.S.)
	50	INT. SCHOOL HALL - DAY - LATER
	51	INT. LIBRARY - MAIN READING ROOM - DAY - LATER
	52	INT. SCHOOL AUDITORIUM - DAY - A FEW DAYS LATER
	53	INT. TENEMENT KITCHEN - DAY - SATURDAY MORNING
	54	EXT. STREET OUTSIDE APARTMENT - DAY - A FEW DAYS LATER
	55	EXT. GREEN GROCER STORE - DAY - CONTINUOUS
	56	INT. LIBRARY - MAIN READING ROOM - DAY - LATER
	57	INT. CLASSROOM - DAY - A FEW DAYS LATER
	58	EXT. STREET OUTSIDE SCHOOL - DAY - LATER
	59	INT. LIBRARY - MAIN READING ROOM - DAY - LATER
	60	INT. BANK - LOAN OFFICE - DAY
	61	INT. TENEMENT KITCHEN - DAY - LATER
	62	INT. TENEMENT KITCHEN - EVENING
	63	INT. TENEMENT KITCHEN - EVENING - LATER
	64	BACK TO SCENE
	65	BACK TO SCENE
	66	INT. POLICE STATION - PROCESSING DESK - NIGHT - LATER
	67	BACK TO SCENE
	68	BACK TO SCENE
	69	INT. TENEMENT KITCHEN - DAY - THE FOLLOWING DAY
	70	INT. POLICE STATION - HOLDING CELL - DAY - LATER
	71	EXT. STREET OUTSIDE SCHOOL - DAY - A FEW DAYS LATER
	72	INT. TENEMENT KITCHEN - EVENING
	73	INT. LIBRARY - MAIN READING ROOM - FOLLOWING DAY
	74	EXT. STREETS THROUGH THE CITY - DAY
	75	INT. TRAVELING THE CITY BUS - DAY - CONTINUOUS
	76	BACK TO SCENE
	77	EXT. JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL - DAY - ESTABLISHING
	77	EXT. JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL - DAY - ESTABLISHING
	78	INT. ON THE CITY BUS - DAY - CONTINUOUS
	79	EXT. JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL - DAY -CONTINUOUS
	79	EXT. JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL - DAY -CONTINUOUS
	80	BACK TO SCENE
	81	INT. JFK SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY - CONTINUOUS
	82	INT. JFK AUDITORIUM - DAY - LATER
	83	INT. KITCHEN - DAY - LATER
	84	BACK TO SCENE
	85	INT. LIBRARY - MAIN READING ROOM - FOLLOWING DAY
	86	BACK TO SCENE
	87	EXT. WASHINGTON, D.C. - DAY - ESTABLISHING
	88	INT. TOUR BUS - DAY - LATER
	89	EXT. WASHINGTON - TRAVELING THE TOUR BUS - DAY - CONTINUOUS
	89	EXT. WASHINGTON - TRAVELING THE TOUR BUS - DAY - CONTINUOUS
	90	EXT. WASHINGTON - THE WHITE HOUSE - DAY - ESTABLISHING
	91	INT. THE WHITE HOUSE - DAY - CONTINUOUS
	92	EXT. WASHINGTON - THE CAPITOL BUILDING - DAY - ESTABLISHING
	92	EXT. WASHINGTON - THE CAPITOL BUILDING - DAY - ESTABLISHING
	93	INT. THE CAPITOL - DAY - CONTINUOUS
	94	BACK TO SCENE
	95	EXT. WASHINGTON - TRAVELING THE TOUR BUS - DAY - CONTINUOUS
	95	EXT. WASHINGTON - TRAVELING THE TOUR BUS - DAY - CONTINUOUS
	96	EXT. WASHINGTON - THE LINCOLN MEMORIAL - DAY - CONTINUOUS
	96	EXT. WASHINGTON - THE LINCOLN MEMORIAL - DAY - CONTINUOUS
	97	BACK TO SCENE
	98	EXT. STREETS THROUGH THE CITY - DAY - CONTINUOUS
	99	EXT. SCHOOLYARD - DAY - CONTINUOUS
	100	INT. TENEMENT KITCHEN - NIGHT - CONTINUOUS
	101	BACK TO SCENE
	102	INT. NATIONAL ARCHIVES - DAY - CONTINUOUS
	103	BACK TO SCENE
	104	INT. HOST HOTEL GRAND BALLROOM - DAY - SECOND DAY OF THE ALL AMERICA SPELLING BEE
	104	INT. HOST HOTEL GRAND BALLROOM - DAY - SECOND DAY OF THE ALL AMERICA SPELLING BEE
	105	INT. TOUR BUS - DAY
	106	EXT. WASHINGTON - TRAVELING ON THE TOUR BUS - DAY - CONTINUOUS
	106	EXT. WASHINGTON - TRAVELING ON THE TOUR BUS - DAY - CONTINUOUS
	107	INT. WASHINGTON - THE WHITE HOUSE - DAY - CONTINUOUS
	108	EXT./INT. TOUR BUS - CORY'S WINDOW - DAY - CONTINUOUS

